For the Week of November 15, 2020

3 OPEN HOUSES
4 PROPERTIES FOR SALE
5 RENTALS

212 Willowcrest Drive, Charleston
$179,000 • Open House 1-4 PM

Just renovated with a completely new kitchen and ready to move in. Quartz countertops, all wood white cabinets, 3
bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, level front yard, fenced back yard, 22’x18’ deck with a view, almost 2000 square feet, ﬁreplace,
heated garage, many new light ﬁxtures, completely freshly painted, new ﬂooring on main level, window blinds.

DIRECTIONS: Take Greenbrier to right onto Oakridge Drive. Go 1 and 1/2 miles to Woodbridge subdivision on the
left. Take ﬁrst right onto Willocrest Drive. The townhouse is at the end of the street.

For More Information Call Or Text
304-419-2660

535 BIG LAUREL RD • SIAS, WV
$185,000

Beautiful country setting, home w/2 bedrooms/1bath, front porch, back deck, equipment shed, storage building, on 54 acres. Great for hunting, ﬁshing, outdoor
recreation or gardening and bee keeping, Near Mud River Lake, fruit trees pond on top of hill, camper hook up with sewer, water & electricity.
R. Joseph Miller, Broker

oldcolony

.com

facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate
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Holiday crush and delivery delays ahead

OT TO FREAK you out,
but we have another crisis in the making. Two
forces are converging to
create more seasonal stress than
usual this year.
As if 2020 hasn’t been hard
enough, we now have twin tsunamis on the holiday horizon. First,
sellers of holiday merchandise
are reporting an early rush and
greater-than-expected demand
for Christmas décor, which
means inventory is selling out
sooner. (People want their joy
now already!)
If a looming décor shortage
wasn’t enough to make you hit
the buy-now button, the second,
pandemic-related trend is longer-than-usual shipping times,
which means if we don’t hurry,
we’ll have ourselves a merry little
New Year’s.
Please pause here and take a
yoga breath. We can get through
this.
“Holiday décor buying across
the board has been off the
charts,” said Mac Harman, owner
and founder of Balsam Brands, a
leading maker of artificial trees
and other holiday décor. Since
July, holiday décor sales at his
company were up 50% over last
year. “Some days were up 200%.”
The trend is not unique to the
United States. Balsam Brands’
online sales are also up in the UK,
France and Germany.
This is not just happening at
his company. Treetopia also reported that sales were up 50%.
“Because vendors didn’t plan for
the demand, inventory is running out,” Harman said.
The holiday buying spree
started early. Historically, folks
start searching for holiday items
and ideas in September. However, this year, a Pinterest report
pins the start of the Christmas
crunch to April. Christmas-related searches for gift ideas, recipes

“Staying home every day made
every day feel the same. Having
Christmas decorations up takes
me to a happier place and fills me
with a feeling of anticipation,”
she said.
Boehm is not alone. “Customers started showing an interest in
holiday décor far earlier than
they have in years prior,” said
Sarah Fishburne, director of
trend and design for The Home
Depot. “Clearly, people are craving the holidays and looking forward to bringing the joy home
sooner.”
“A lot of people can’t wait for
2020 to end,” added Harman,
“and they are going to try to make
that come faster by making
Christmas come sooner. They are
tired of the stress from, you
name it: COVID, politics, racial
tension. They want the joy that
Christmas brings, and they want
it now.”
Only, due to widespread ship-

Decking the halls early Jennifer Lutz, of Hillsdale, Michigan, decorated a Christmas
tree for her four kids, ages 11 to 14, this year the day after Halloween. She put up the
rest of her holiday décor, including two more trees, the following week. “It gives us
something to look forward to,” she said. Photo courtesy of Jennifer Lutz
and décor were 77% higher this
past April than they were in the
same month last year, the report
said.
“The rush started early and
hasn’t stopped,” Harman said.
“It’s only accelerated. “The day
after Halloween, boom! We didn’t
see it coming.”

The decorations have been going up earlier, too. Celeste
Boehm, of La Cañada, California,
is among those who wanted to get
that Christmas spirit early.
Boehm normally puts her Christmas decorations up around
Thanksgiving, but this year they
went up on Oct. 23, she said.
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ping delays, which have become
the norm, they might not get it
now. This holiday season, retailers may not be able to send products fast enough to meet consumer demands, industry experts
warn.
The coronavirus has already
driven online shopping and shipping to its peak. Add holiday
shopping and sending to the mix
and that really puts a crimp in
the Christmas stocking.
“The country simply doesn’t
have the shipping capacity,” said
Harman, who keeps a close eye
on distribution. “It’s not simply a
matter of hiring more drivers
and getting more trucks. The
sorting facilities are at their maximums, so stuff sits. I’m telling
everyone I know to buy their
Christmas presents now. Last
minute won’t cut it.”
So you don’t get hit with the
SEE MARNI, 3H
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double whammy of a holiday décor shortage and shipping delays,
here’s some advice:
• Get going. “Make a plan for
what you want to buy for the holidays, and carry it out in next two
weeks,” said Harman. If possible,

order any new holiday décor before Thanksgiving, which falls a
bit late this year.
• Expect to find sold-out stock.
Strong, early holiday sales mean
less inventory. If this was the year
you wanted to buy that pencil-thin artificial tree, hop on it.
The same goes for holiday
wreaths, ornaments and other
décor.

• Don’t wait for Black Friday
deals. To encourage shoppers not
to delay, The Home Depot started
offering Black Friday prices Nov.
6, and those prices will last all
season, said Fishburne. Other retailers are doing the same.
• Ship early. Make “Early is on
time” your new mantra. Do not
expect holiday shipping to be like
it used to be. Shipping capacity is

tight. Items ordered on Cyber
Monday could take an extra week
to arrive. Many retailer websites
have banners advising consumers
to shop early to stay ahead of the
delays shippers are experiencing.
For packages to arrive by Christmas via FedEx Ground, the carrier
recommends shipping by Dec. 15.
• Practice gratitude. Remember
what the season is all about. Yes,
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we’ve all been through a lot this
year. But, rather than begrudge
that sold-out Santa or late delivery, let’s be grateful for what we
have, for each other and for this
season of thankfulness. Peace.
Syndicated columnist Marni
Jameson is the author of five home
and lifestyle books. Reach her at
www.marnijameson.com.
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Open Houses Sunday, November 15, 2020

Adorable & ready to move in. This 3-bedroom 1.5 bath
home is situated in a great family neighborhood. Beauti-

family room, great for family gatherings. Close to town.

5320 Kanawha Ave., Kanawha City

956 Woodward Drive, Charleston

347 Creekstone Ridge Rd, So. Charleston

Large, brick, 2-story home on street with multi-million dollar homes. This stately home has over 7,000 sqft under

2:00-4:00 PM
Perfect starter home or someone looking to downsize.
Beautiful hardwoods and trim, updated kitchen and

2:00-4:00 PM
Beautiful brick home in “The Ridges”! Custom built one
owner. Master suite w/large walk-in closets, tiled shower,
2 more bedrooms on main level. Soaring ceilings, glis-

$525,000

this home has 4 bedrooms, 4 full baths, and a huge 40
x 16 ft master suite. All bedrooms are En Suits. Beautiful
Privacy wall. Home has great potential, and room for
home. Priced to sell $575,000!

Nadia Hardy
304-437-0658

Find

Don Stover
(304) 546-8941

Open

74,900

additional living space. Den in the attic could be 3rd
bedroom. Detached one-car garage and plenty of offstreet parking. Don’t wait this one will sell fast!
DIRECTIONS: 7th Ave in North Charleston, right on Woodward Drive, house on right across from Grandview Elem.

$569,000

DIRECTIONS: Broundland Road Exit to the Ridges Subdihouse is second on the right.

Natalie Cowley
304-419-2020

Drue Smith
(304) 546-0662

on the go at
441906

936 Churchill Circle, Charleston
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Storage solutions for pet supplies

shopping trips, it also can help
keep per-unit costs down.
The U.S. Food & Drug Adminstration notes that proper storage
of pet food and treats helps maintain the products’ nutritional value and prevents spoilage. It also
can keep pets from getting into
their food and eating too much.
Purchase a food grade and BPAfree plastic storage container that
can accommodate the volume of
food and has an airtight lid to
maintain freshness. If you are
pouring the food directly into the
Food storage
container, save the product UPC
Many dry pet foods are sold in code, brand name, lot number,
bulk, which can be convenient for and “best by” date from the packaging in case you need to file a
pet parents. Buying in quantity
complaint about the food.
not only reduces the number of

Small containers can be used
for treats or other edible items.
Store all food in a cool, dry place.

these items so they’re always
readily available.

Toys and more

Store medications separately
from products used for children
and adults in the house. Keep
medications in the original packages so labels can be referred to
as needed. Place them in a sealed
container so they’re not easily
opened by children or pets.

Investing in some similarly
sized clear storage containers
makes it easy to wrangle all of the
accessories that come with pet
ownership. Label the containers
and fill them with the items you
need, such as rubber balls, pet
waste bags, coiled leashes or collars, squeaking toys, grooming
brushes and combs, extra bird
cuttlebones, fish nets, warming
stones, or whatever other supplies are needed for pets large
and small. Devote a shelf or
shelves in a storage closet for

Medications

Toys in use

Many dogs and cats (or other
small animals allowed to roam
the house) will want access to
their favorite toys. An easy solution is a ground-level basket that
is slipped under a side table in

the living room or den. It’s easily
accessible but kept out of sight.
Clean-up means a quick sweep of
toys that quickly can be tossed in
the basket.

Bedding

Depending on the animal, bedding may mean a cozy stuffed
fabric bed or a pile of shaved cedar. Both can be bulky. A designated spot for storage helps keep
the home organized, and dog and
cat beds can be coordinated to
the color scheme of the house so
they blend in.
Pets require many different
supplies that, when properly
stored, will not seem like they’re
intruding on pet owners’ space.
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Pet owners soon learn that
having a pet means carving out a
portion of home real estate for all
of the supplies necessary for
keeping companion animals
healthy and comfortable. From
food to toys to bedding, many
pets require a laundry list of
items.
Developing a storage strategy
means keeping items within
reach but potentially out of sight.
These suggestions can help individuals calm pet-related clutter.

2294 Roxalana Road, Dunbar
$139,900
Unique all stone rancher. Conveniently located in Dunbar. This home offers 3 spacious BR plus 2 full baths.
place in the living room area. Eat-in kitchen. Covered
front porch. 1 car garage. Motivated seller!
DIRECTIONS: I-64 to Dunbar exit to Roxalana Road, go
approximately 1.5 miles.

Jacqueline O’Brien
304-926-4945
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Print
Mobile & Web
Social Media
304.348.4852 • realestate@hdmediallc.com
www.WannaGoHome.com

twitter.com/CGMRealEstate
facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate
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Steps for hanging holiday lights outdoors

It begins to look a lot like
Christmas when twinkling
lights brighten up homes inside and out. Few things liven
up the season more than holiday decorations, particularly
clear and colored lights.
Prior to taking out the lights,
ladder and thermos of coffee
to get you through the job, it’s
important to note that there
are right and wrong ways to
hang holiday lights.

• Test the lights first. Plug in the
lights to be sure all strands are
operational.

see how things will look.
• Measure the area. Use a measuring tape to roughly measure
the width and height of eaves
or other areas of the home
where you plan to hang light

• Exercise extreme caution. Accidents can happen when stringing
lights. While many professionals
use harnesses, homeowners are
not always so cautious. Utilize a
spotter to hold the ladder and
make sure things are safe. Never
set foot on a wet or icy roof. Do
not attempt to string lights in inclement weather.

• Begin where the lights will be
plugged in. Start where the lights
will be plugged in and then work • Know the wattage. Each outlet
your way around the house.
can generally hold about 17 amps
or 1,870 watts if the lights are not
·• Add to shrubs and trees. Lights sharing a circuit with another
also can adorn shrubs and trees. outlet, says Parrish. Plan accordLowes Home Improvement says ingly to ensure you have enough
a good rule of thumb is 100 lights power to handle your lights.
for every 11/2-feet of tree or
shrub to cover. A 6-foot ever• Use plastic clips. Plastic light
green needs at least 400 lights
clips hang strands along eaves
for a basic level of lighting.
and gables. They’re specially de-

signed for hanging lights over the
gutters. Some slip under the edges of roof shingles. Lights can be
hung without staples or nails,
which can damage exterior surfaces. Plastic zip-ties or deck
clips also can attach lights along
a handrail.
• Use only outdoor extension
cords. Be sure the extension
cords you use are designed specifically for outdoor use.
·• Use a timer. Timers can make
sure the lights turn on and off
even if homeowners forget.
Once lights have been safely
strung, sit back and enjoy the
splendor of a well-decorated
house.
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• Sketch out your plan. Start by
taking a few photos of your
home from various vantage
points. Print out the photos on
regular paper so that you can
draw your lighting arrangement and decoration placement right on the photos to

strands. Calculate how much
overall footage you will need so
you can purchase all of the
lights in one shopping trip.
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BRECK GARDEN
APARTMENTS

5270 Dewitt Road
Cross Lanes, WV 25313

304-776-2735

1 & 2 Bedroom Available
3 Miles from Nitro Market Place
All Utilities Paid Except Electric.
KRT Busline

Housing Certificates Welcome
Monday-Friday 9am-3pm
TDD 1-800-982-8711
This Institution is an
Equal Housing Opportunity
Provider and Employer

STRICKLEN PROPERTIES

304-768-5848

www.stricklenpropertiesllc.com
South Charleston, Updated, 2 bedroom, 1 1/2
bath townhouse, granite, central air, hook-ups,
deck..........................................................$650.00
Charleston, Modern, 2nd ﬂoor, 1 bedroom
apartment, kitchen furnished, central air,
hook-ups..................................................$425.00
Cross Lanes, Updated, 1st ﬂoor, 1 bedroom
apartment, kitchen furnished, new
ﬂooring, hook-ups ...................................$425.00
ONE YEAR LEASES. DEPOSIT. NO PETS.
PROMPT MAINTENANCE

twitter.com/CGMRealEstate
facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate
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Published by your same trusted source

Charleston Gazette-Mail Real Estate

wannagohome.com is the
NEW place to go for
ALL of your local
real estate needs!

Contact Ashley to
advertise
your property!

info@wannagohome.com
Contact Ashley at 1-304-348-4852
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CHECK OUT THESE UPCOMING AUCTIONS
So
Higheld To The
st Bid
der

y

e Onl

Onlin

e
Onlin

So
Higheld To The
st Bid
der

3 Bedroom Ranch with
Full Basement

So
Higheld To The
st Bid
der

4 Acres along the WV Turnpike
ike

3 Bedroom Project Home

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 17TH AT 4:00PM
119 LIBERTY DRIVE, CLENDENIN
3 bedroom/2 full bath home
1,200+/- SqFt
1.23 acres, Full Basement
Call Keith Hare at (304) 741-9135

So
Higheld To The
st Bid
der

Only

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH 6:00PM

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH AT 6:00PM
PIEDMONT RD., CHARLESTON
Frontage along Piedmont Road
Across from WV Parkways Authority building
WV Turnpike visibility, Just off Exit 96
Call Debra Flanigan at (304)841-6020

105 VINE STREET, CHARLESTON
3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, 1,740+/- sqft.
Full Basement, 0.037+/- Acres
call Todd Short (681) 205-3044

3 Homes Sold to the Highest Bidders

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1ST AT 4:00PM

5317/5319 RAVEN DRIVE
CHARLESTON (RAND)

Sub 1: 4 BR/1.5 BA
Sub 2: 2 houses on one lot
2 BR/1 BA; 3BR/1 BA
Call Keith Hare at (304) 741-9135

y

e Onl

Onlin

Well-Maintained Townhome
in Saint Albans

2 Bedroom Ranch

So
Higheld To The
st Bid
der

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2ND AT 4:00PM

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2NDD AT 6:00PM
6:0
:00P
0PM

911 PENNSYLVANIA AVE. #4, ST. ALBANS

3013 30TH STREET, NITRO

2 Bedrooms, 1.5 Bathrooms
1,178+/- Sq Ft, Two Parking Spots
2-Story w/ Full Basement
Call Taylor Ramsey at (304)552-5201

2 Bedroom/ 1 Bath, 925+/- SF
Covered front porch with ramp
Storage Building
Call Keith Hare at (304) 741-9135

4.6+/- Acres of Prime
Commercial Property
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3RD AT NOON
27 LINCOLN STREET (BESIDE SHEETZ) SCOTT DEPOT
Zoned C-1
Garden Shop building, Large metal building
Equipment shed, house, small raised house/shed
and others
Call Keith Hare at (304) 741-9135

Nearly 2 Acres of Prime
Property with Home

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3RD AT 1:00PM
111 CROOKED CREEK ROAD, SCOTT DEPOT
Conveniently located at intersection of
US 35 and I 64
Adjacent properties zoned Commercial
2,500 +/- sqft. Project Home
Call Keith Hare at (304) 741-9135

Spacious 4 Bedroom Home

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3RD AT 1:00PM

949 UPPER MIDWAY DRIVE, DUNBAR
4 Bedroom/2 Full Bath
2,160+/- SF
Dual entrances for excellent access
Call Keith Hare at (304) 741-9135

*All Auctions through the end of December will have Online Bidding Available visit www.joerpyleauctions.com

Over 300 Acres of Land with Banquet
Hall, Restaurant & More

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10TH AT NOON Wellington’s Restaurant, The Banquet Hall

441766

DAIRY ROAD,
POCA

Multiple Parcels of Land ranging from 1-88 Acres.
The property will also be offered in its entirety.
Call Taylor Ramsey at (304)552-5201

* Tue. November 17th – Clendenin – 3 Bedroom Ranch with Full Basement Sold to the Highest Bidder
* Wed. November 18th - Buckhannon- 3 Bedroom Sold to the Highest Bidder
* Wed. November 18th - Jane Lew - Cabin on 8.16+/- Acres
* Thur. November 19th – Huntington – Brick Duplex: 3-Bedroom Units
* Thur. November 19th – Huntington – Tri-Plex Near Marshall University
* Thur. November 19th – Huntington – 5-Unit Apartment Complex in Huntington
* Thur. November 19th – Huntington – 9-Unit Apartment Complex in Huntington
* Thur. November 19th – Huntington – 15 Properties in Huntington and Chesapeake – Virtual Auction
* Tue. December 1st – Charleston - 3 Homes Sold to the Highest Bidders
* Wed. December 2nd – St. Albans – Well-Maintained Townhome in St. Albans
* Thur. December 3rd – Scott Depot – 4.6+/- Acres of Prime Commercial Property
* Thur. December 3rd – Scott Depot – Nearly 2 Acres of Prime Property with Home
* Thur. December 3rd – Dunbar – Spacious 4 Bedroom Home
* Thur. December 3rd – Beaver - 10,000 sqft Building in the Raleigh County Airport Industrial Park
* Tues. December 8th – Charleston – Brick Ranch Home, Garage Apartment & Business
* Tues. December 8th – Davis - 55 Lots in Tuscan Ride Sold to the Highest Bidder
* Wed. December 9th – Charleston – Move-in Ready Two Bedroom with Fenced Lot
* Thur. December 10th – Poca – Scarlet Oaks Country Club
* Thu. December 10th – Hinton – 4 Bedroom on 2 Acres Sold to the Highest Bidder
* Thu. December 10th – Hinton – 63 Acres Sold to the Highest Bidder

ONLINE ONLY AUCTIONS

* Tue. November 17th – Handley – 4 Bedroom, Two-Story Home
* Tue. November 17th – Mineral Interests in Marion & Mon Counties
* Wed. November 18th – Clendenin - Motorcycles, Outdoor Items, Tools,
Furniture & more
* Thur. November 19th – Charleston - 3 Bedroom Project Home Sold
to the Highest Bidder
* Thur. November 19th – Dunbar – Piano, Household, Vintage Toys & more
* Thur. November 19th – Fraziers Bottom – Unique Home on 2 Acres
Sold to the Highest Bidder
* Mon. November 30th – Charleston – 4 Acres Along WV Turnpike Sold
to the Highest Bidder
* Wed. December 2nd – Nitro - 2 Bedroom Ranch Sold to the Highest Bidder
* Mon. December 7th – Huntington – 3 Huntington Investment Properties
* Thurs. December 10th – Charleston – 3 Bedroom Sold to the Highest Bidder

CALL US TODAY TO SEE HOW WE CAN SELL
YOUR PROPERTY IN 6 WEEKS OR LESS!
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HOUSE OF THE WEEK

Hello gorgeous!
This classic design
gives you storybook
curb appeal with a
wraparound porch
and decorative
wood details.

Classic Victorian style plan
The family room sits next to the kitchen
for easy ﬂow in this Victorian design.
See more images online at https://www.
eplans.com/collection/house-of-the-week

A flexible study on the main floor of this
4-bedroom plan gives you a dedicated place
to work from home. When it’s time to relax,
sink into the tub in the private master
bathroom (located on the second level). A
fireplace in the family room invites you to
cuddle up when the weather gets cold.
Share a meal in the formal dining room on
special occasions. A craft room on the second level can be used in a variety of ways.

Want to build but need land?

CALL DAVE HOBBA BUILDER!
(304) 937 - 2090
DAVEHOBBABUILDER.COM

THE OAKS,
BARBOURSVILLE

STIRLING COURT, SOUTH HILLS
CHARLESTON

$109k

Lots starting at $119k

Design Number: 410-3612
Bedrooms: 4
Baths: 4.5
Square Footage: 3,574
Dimensions: 69’ 4” x 47’ 2”
Framing: 2 x 4

GW School District

3 Acre Lot

489 CRYSTAL SPRINGS DRIVE,
WINFIELD
Amazing lot cleared and ready
to build! 1.61 acres

$55k

SADDLE CREEK
PLANTATION, MILTON

Spacious lots with great views!
1 acre to 6 acre lots

$39k - $58k

CUSTER RIDGE ROAD
BUFFALO
Flat 1/2 Acre

$50K

COURTYARD ESTATES,
WINFIELD
Flat Spacious lots!

$39k - $55k

HIGHLAND MEADOWS,
BARBOURSVILLE

Courtesy of www.ePlans.com

Secluded and lots with amazing
views available
1 acre to 4 acre

ORDER INFORMATION

$37k - $68k

431762

Luxury Living Realty

Dave Hobba, Broker/Builder (304) 545-6838
Cheryl Hobba, New Home Specialist/
Realtor (304) 546-5348

To build this home, you can order a complete set of construction documents by calling toll-free (866)
228-0193 or visiting https://www.eplans.com/collection/house-of-the-week. Enter the design number to locate the plan and view more images and details. At https://www.eplans.com/collection/
house-of-the-week, you can view previously featured plans, browse other specialty collections, or
use our search ﬁlters to help you ﬁnd exactly what you want from over 28,000 home designs. Most
plans can be customized to suit your lifestyle.

If you can DREAM it, We can BUILD it

We Can Build This
Home For You!
Contact our DHB Design Center (304) 937-2090

Check us out on Facebook or visit DaveHobbaBuilder.com

“Working with DHB was a
wonderful experience. We would
recommend them to anyone
looking to build a home.”
Jason & Mary Alice

DHB New Home Smile

421593
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