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3011 KANAWHA AVE SE, CHARLESTON
$449,500

R. Joseph Miller, Broker
ABR, GRI, GREEN
REALTOR® | Salesperson 304.395.0619

Please contact Peggy White for your private tour of this home.

Don't miss this fabulous river view home in Kanawha City. Once you get past the gorgeous river view, dock, and multi-level deck, you must see this home! The
house is updated throughout, including a magnificent kitchen with granite counters, bar area, and spacious gathering room or dining room. This home offers first
floor living with the master bedroom/ensuite and a spacious laundry room, formal living room, and den on the main floor. Two incredibly spacious bedrooms on the
upper level, a large Jack and Jill bathroom, and a cozy river view den. Minutes away from CAMC and the University of Charleston.
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I ’VE ALWAYS said, I do not see
a line between where home
life stops and home design be-

gins. It’s all a blur to me.
Mina Starsiak-Hawk, the star

of HGTV’s “Good Bones,” a home
renovation show, and author of a
new children’s book, “Built To-
gether,” (Zonderkidz, Feb. 2, 2021,
$18.99) agrees and has taken that
viewpoint one step further.

The premise of her new book:
Whether building a house or
building a family, the same prin-
ciples should apply.

Stay with me.
In “Built Together,” adorably il-

lustrated by Barbara Bongini, the
little boy narrator wonders
whether his mom and dad will
need a hammer and nails to build
a family, or maybe they’ll need a
drill and monkey wrench, tile and
grout, bricks and mortar, paint
and brushes? Whatever the case,
he wants to help.

Spoiler alert: He eventually
learns the building blocks of a
home are kindness, love, inclusiv-
ity, and a feeling of welcomeness.

“I wanted to show young read-
ers that families come in all
shapes and sizes — just like hous-
es — and that’s great,” said Star-
siak-Hawk, age 36, who, with her
mom, started a home renovation
company called Two Chicks and a
Hammer.

“What matters about houses
and families is that they both have
a strong foundation,” she said.

Though Starsiak-Hawk who
lives in Indianapolis with her
husband, Steve; their 2-year-old
son, Jack; and 4-month-old
daughter, Charlie has a pretty
four-square family, her family
growing up was the opposite. Di-
vorced when she was 3, her par-
ents have been married a total of
eight times (four marriages each).
As a result, Starsiak-Hawk has
many step-parents, step-siblings,
half-siblings, nieces, and neph-
ews.

As our young narrator, who is
modeled after the author’s son,
says, “I live with just my mom and
dad and our three goofy dogs, but
we have a super big family. I have
six grandmas and grandpas, 10
uncles and aunts, five cousins, a

bunch of step-grandmas, step-un-
cles, and step-cousins, and lots of
friends who Mom says might as
well be family.”

“It’s important to teach our
children that family is so much
more than just Mom, Dad, two
kids and a Golden Retriever,”
Starsiak-Hawk said when I got
her on the phone to talk about
homes inside and out. “Family is
nuclear, extended, adopted, di-
vorced, single-parent, surrogate,
rescued, and blended, and it’s
more than just blood. You build
your village, which can include
friends, pets, and neighbors.”

As a serial home remodeler,
and the female lead in my own
blended family, which now en-
compasses five adult children,
two kids-in-law, four grandchil-
dren, and, collectively, eight dogs,
thankfully not all under one roof,

I am taking this little boy’s mes-
sage to heart.

Here’s more of my conversation
with HGTVs Mina Starsiak-Hawk:

Marni: What prompted you to
write this book?

Mina: Mostly becoming a parent.
While my family today looks pret-
ty traditional, the family I came
from was far from the standard
portrayed in books and movies
when I was growing up. I realized
how much those images shape

how we see others, and I wanted
to get into little ears the message
of how you can build your own
family by playing off how you
build a house.

Marni: How did you get into home
renovating, and how did that lead
to a TV show?

Mina: In 2007, after I graduated
from college, I bought a house. My
mom co-signed the loan. The

HGTV star’s new kids’ book promotes inclusivity

HGTV’s “Good Bones” star Mina Starsiak-Hawk with her husband, Steve, reads her new
children’s book to son, Jack, 2, as daughter, Charlie, 4 months, listens in. Photo courtesy
of Mina Starsiak-Hawk.
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house needed a lot more fixing
than we expected, and we did
most of the work ourselves. We
renovated the bathroom, then
learned how to install kitchen
cabinets and replace flooring. We
kept going, and did other houses,
and started Two Chicks and a
Hammer. Then a TV production
company saw us on Instagram,
and that led to “Good Bones,”
which is now in its seventh sea-
son.

Marni: Besides needing a strong
foundation, what other parallels
do you see between families and
houses?

Mina: My preferred mode for
both would be inclusivity and ac-
ceptance, and that might mean

relaxing some rules. I find work-
ing on homes governed by HOA
rules, where the houses all have
to look a certain way and can only
be one of 10 colors, restrictive.
You might not like having a pur-
ple house on your street, or hav-
ing neighbors with goats and
chickens, but that’s my prefer-
ence, and that goes along with
saying, we don’t have to be related
by blood to be family. Live and let
live.

Marni: What will “Good Bones”
fans recognize in the pages of your
new book?

Mina: It’s pretty clear that the
book features my family: Steve,
me, Jack, and our three dogs.
(Daughter Charlie came along af-
ter the book went off to produc-
tion.) The house and front porch
featured in the book are the spit-
ting image of ours. Also, in the il-

lustrations, some characters wear
Two Chicks and a Hammer
T-shirts.

Marni: What do you hope children
will learn from this book?

Mina: I hope they develop more
open-mindedness, and see more
options for what makes a family
than I saw in movies and books
growing up. And I hope they see
that just like we can build a house,
we can build our own family, too.

Marni Jameson is the author of six
home and lifestyle books, includ-
ing “Downsizing the Family Home
– What to Save, What to Let Go”
and “Downsizing the Blended
Home – When Two Households Be-
come One,” and, coming in June,
“What to Do With Everything You
Own to Leave the Legacy You
Want.” You can reach her at www.
marnijameson.com.

MARNI
FROM PAGE 2H

“Built Together,” a
new children’s book
by HGTV star of
“Good Bones” Mina
Starsiak-Hawk,
comes out this week
and has inclusivity as
its message. Photo
courtesy of Icon
Media Group

Open Houses Sunday, February 7, 2021

Gino I. Digiorgi

122 Village Drive, Scott Depot
$169,900

GET READY TO MOVE IN!! ! Over 2400 sq ft. Spacious 4
bedrooms, 3.5 bath Mid Entry with detached 2 car ga-
rage and in-ground pool. Recent remodeling included,
new kitchen appliances, cabinets, countertops, stairs,
floor covering, carpeting and ceramic. Lower level fam-
ily room w wbfp, office and exterior sunroom. Additional
lower level kitchen, living room, master bedroom and
bath with private entrance. Exterior decks, patio and
fenced back yard. Mother-in-law quarters.

(304) 541-1652

2:00-4:00 PM

Don Stover

2702 Deseret Drive, Charleston
$369,000

Upscale Area 5 minutes from Charleston. Beautiful
1-story home, totally upgraded throughout, new custom
kitchen with granite countertops, new hardwood floors,
quality custom doors, and hardwoods throughout. 4
bedrooms, 3 fully upgraded new baths, lavish master
bedroom suite with jacuzzi tub and sep shower. Over
3,300 sq ft of new upgraded quality abound in this fine
home. Over 1 acre professionally landscaped. Over-
sized 2 car garage and extra parking.

304-546-8941

2:00-4:00 PM

David Bailey

1313 Lee Street, Unit 106, Charleston
$289,900

Beautifully renovated townhouse steps away from the
Clay Center, the Capitol, and Downtown. Two-car ga-
rage. 5 newly renovated bathrooms, with the best mas-
ter around. Updated windows, refinished hardwoods,
great front porch and so much more!

DIRECTIONS: Kanawha Boulevard to Morris Street, Right
on Lee, right into Maple Terrace.

304-415-4999

2:00-4:00 PM
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Speedy, reliable internet is
something people have quickly
grown accustomed to. That’s no
doubt why dropped WiFi signals
can be so frustrating.

Various things can contribute to
slow or interrupted Wi-Fi. As a re-
sult, there’s no one-size-fits-all
solution to address underper-
forming Wi-Fi. But that’s good
news, as it means there’s an as-
sortment of strategies that con-
sumers can try to improve the Wi-
Fi in their homes.

• Upgrade your router. Many peo-
ple rent their routers from their
internet service providers, but it
may surprise some to learn that
they can buy their own. Buying
your own router can be beneficial

in various ways, not the least of
which is it can save money. Router
rental fees vary, but they typically
cost between $10 and $15 per
month. Consumers will save
money in the long run by buying
their own router rather than rent-
ing one from their ISP. When buy-

ing their own routers, consumers
also can pick from a host of op-
tions, including routers with
strong performance ratings that
may contribute to better WiFi
performance.

• Set up automatic firmware up-

dates. It’s easy to forget a router
after it’s been plugged in and in-
ternet service starts working.
However, manufacturers routine-
ly issue firmware updates to im-
prove router performance. Turn-
ing on automatic updates may
improve WiFi performance, and
such updates also can provide a
host of additional benefits, in-
cluding added security measures.

• Relocate the router. PCMag.com
notes that the location of the rout-
er can affect WiFi performance. If
possible, locate the router in the
center of the home so it can easily
reach all parts of the house. Locat-
ing wireless routers away from
walls and other obstructions also
may improve performance.

• Switch frequencies. Switching
frequencies can help wireless
consumers whose service might
be adversely affected by conges-
tion. Consumer Reports notes
that wireless congestion can affect
WiFi performance in apartment
buildings and densely populated
neighborhoods. In such instances,
consumers can check their rout-
ers to see if they’re running on the
2.4 GHz frequency band. If so,
switching them to the 5 GHz
band, which has more channels
and is likely to be less congested,
may improve WiFi performance.

Slow and/or interrupted WiFi
signals can be very frustrating.
Thankfully, various strategies can
help consumers quickly remedy
such issues.

Tips to improve WiFi around the house

5270 Dewitt Road
Cross Lanes, WV 25313

304-776-2735

BRECK GARDEN
APARTMENTS

3 Miles from Nitro Market Place
All Utilities Paid Except Electric.

KRT Busline

Housing Certificates Welcome
Monday-Friday 9am-3pm

TDD 1-800-982-8711
This Institution is an

Equal Housing Opportunity
Provider and Employer

1 & 2 Bedroom Available

twitter.com/CGMRealEstate
facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate

ONE YEAR LEASES. DEPOSIT. NO PETS.
PROMPT MAINTENANCE

STRICKLEN PROPERTIES
304-768-5848

www.stricklenpropertiesllc.com
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Charleston, Updated 2 bedroom, new granite,
new flooring, central air, hook-ups, minutes to
downtown Charleston...................................... $500

South Charleston, Clean and modern 1 bedroom
apartment, kitchen furnished, close to Thomas
Hospital ............................................................ $450
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52 Day Star Drive, Evans

Dream home alert! This spacious 5 BR, 2.5
Bath, 2 story stunner sits beautifully in the much
sought after Evans School district. This house is
only 6 years old and rests on a beautiful lot right
in the middle of Evans Dale Estates! This house
includes a beautiful back deck, privacy fence
and storage building! Don't wait, this one won't
last long!

$234,900
104 Lynn Circle, Ripley

Family-sized bi-level mid-century built home
w/lots of features incl. wooden-vaulted ceilings,
trapezoid windows, beams, 2 fireplaces w/gas
logs, spacious living/dining room w/slider to rear
deck; kitchen w/appliances inc & large breakfast
rm; master suite on main floor; lower level has 2
additional BRs, spacious family rm w/slider to
rear patio; double car garage w/space for
hobbies/workbench area; FA Gas Heat/Central
Air; Home Warranty, level lot, security sys.

$199,900
4919 Statts Mill Rd, Statts Mill

First time offering “Fair Havens” homestead..
Traditional 2-story farmhouse with 3540 sq ft of
living space offering master suite on both levels,
5-6 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, FREE gas, 3
fireplaces, lower level rec rm, 16×30 unfinished
area in LL, loads of storage, gorgeous setting
with 138.74 Acres w/some water frontage on
O’Brien Lake, 2 story barn, detached garage
w/living quarters or would make great office

$650,000
75 Redwood Est, Cottageville

Lovely 2 story Farmhouse Cape Style home
with 7×35 covered front/porch, 5 BR/3 BA, 3955
sq ft of living space with beautiful kitchen, quartz
counters, S/S appliances, updated baths, new
hardwood flooring in much of the house, main
floor master suite w/walk-in closet & luxury bath,
huge family room/recreation room over 3 car
garage, pool with lots of decking & patio space
to enjoy the outdoors, loads of privacy, circular
driveway…much more! MUST SEE!

$469,900

155 Oakey Rd, Ripley

This property was used by owner for a body
shop, mechanic repair shop, car sales lot; Metal
building garage is 40x60 with 16ft ceilings and a
20x25 addition which includes 14x17 office.
heated with natural gas and outdoor wood-fired
furnace. Equipment, lift, and some fixtures are
included.

$164,900
121 Murraysville Rd,

Ravenswood $199,900
Neat Bi-level home with loads of room for a
family here...huge family room in lower level
opens out to rear patio & a gorgeous 18X36
inground swimming pool, privacy fenced...all
kitchen appliances are included, 4 bedrooms or
3 & office; 2 1/2 baths, 1.20-acre lot, 2118 sq ft
of living space, everything very well-kept &
move-in ready condition! The seller is motivated
and ready to sell!

319 Business Park Dr, Kenna

White Pine Millings Life - Tite metal building
(60x120) situated in the Kenna Ridge Business
Park on 10.08 Acre tract. Building Specs: Center
height to beam 24ft; Side wall height 16 ft + 3 ft
of side wall skylights; Sliding doors each end
14'Hx24'W; Insulation R-22; Roof 3/12 pitch;
concrete floor 6'' thick; 40 yr. warranty on exterior
paint; survey available. Price includes real estate
only.

$429,900
13066 Ohio River Rd,

West Columbia $125,000
This commercial property has 13.58 acres of
mostly level usable land, with a block
exterior/metal roof office building with 1920 sq ft
built in 1994 with multiple offices, restrooms,
storage area, overhead door, nicely finished
interior; older manual truck scales still in place;
several other buildings are on property as well;
Owner wants to sell as is condition. Former site
of Valley Brook Concrete until 2016. Call broker
for showing appointments.

Cheryl Donohoe
Broker/Owner/Realtor

(304) 532-0418

815 Parkersburg Rd, Ripley

NEW PRICE

This is a block building with 5, 000 sq ft of
space, Office area & garage space accessible
from overhead door on side of building, two
restrooms, 3 overhead natural gas heaters, 3-
phase electric power, metal roof- 12 years. old;
Artesian water well; second garage building is
1400 sq ft with two lifts; sale includes all
equipment, machinery, parts, inventory, tools
business & real estate. Motivated Seller!

$315,000
2100 7th Ave, Charleston

One story steel structure on a corner lot with
great visibility & easy access; building has 4052
sq. ft. of space, divided into garage/shop area
with 16' manual overhead door/restroom,
mechanical room for FA Gas Furnace; central
office/ showroom area; kitchen; file/storage
room; large office & showroom/lobby space;
would be a nice retail store, professional offices
or shop!

$199,900

NEW PRICE

HD-446841
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FIND
IT AT:

TO BE WITH THE ONE
WHO MAKES YOUR HEART SMILE
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CHECK OUT THESE UPCOMING AUCTIONS

ONLINE ONLY AUCTIONS

CALL US TODAY TO SEE
HOW WE CAN SELL YOUR
PROPERTY IN 6 WEEKS

OR LESS!

HD
-44

67
88

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH
AT NOON

3 Income Generating Properties

Subject 1: 1557 Jackson Street
Brick Duplex – 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath Units

Subject 2: 709 Simms Street
Duplex – 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath Units

Subject 3: 514 Nancy Street
Duplex – 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath Units

Call Taylor Ramsey at (304)552-5201

Auction At

1557 JAcKSon StREEt
cHARLESton

240 Acre Farm with Home
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH AT 4:00PM

8 WicKLinE MountAin Rd., cHARLESton
High End modern home

20 minutes from Downtown
Offered in Parcels & Whole

Call Keith Hare at (304)741-9135

*All Auctions through the end of February will have Online Bidding Available visit www.joerpyleauctions.com

60 Acres in Charleston
with Minerals

BIDDING ENDS THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH AT 6:00PM
1635 SHiRKEy & JoHnSon Rd.,

cHARLESton
Multiple Home Sites or Private House Seat

Well Water, Septic & Gas Available
Call Taylor Ramsey at (304)552-5201

Sold To TheHighest Bidder

Charleston

Online Only

4-Bedroom

25+/- Wooded Acres with
Clayton Mobile Home

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH @ 4:00 PM
730 ninE MiLE cREEK Rd., MidKiff

14x70 Clayton single wide mobile home
3 Bedroom/ 1.5 Bath
Excellent condition

Call Keith Hare at (304) 741-9135

Tue. February 9th – Huntington - 6,068+/- sqft Commercial Building
Wed. February 10th - Charleston – 3 Income Generating Properties
Tue. February 16th – Midkiff - 25+/- Wooded Acres with Clayton Mobile Home
Thu. February 18th – Charleston - 240 Acre Farm with Home
Fri. February 19th – Marietta, OH - Open & Wooded Acreage Sold in Parcels
Tue. February 23rd – Welch - 4-Unit Apartment Building
Wed. February 24th – Ravenswood - 3 Bedroom Home in Great Neighborhood
Wed. February 24th – Parkersburg - Duplex Sold to the Highest Bidder
Wed. February 24th – St. Mary’s – 498 +/-Acres & Mineral Rights
Thu. February 25th – Charleston - 4 Bedroom Sold to the Highest Bidder
Tue. March 2nd – Hurricane - 10,000 sqft. Commercial Building in Hurricane
Wed. March 3rd – Charleston - Large Townhome Overlooking the Kanawha River
Wed. March 3rd – Huntington – 7 Huntington Properties

Thu. March 4th – Beaver - 10,000 sqft Building in the Raleigh County Airport Industrial Park
– Live Bidding Only
Thu. March 4th – Cedar Grove - The Historic Tompkins House – Sells to the Highest Bidder
Wed. March 10th – South Charleston - Spacious Duplex – 2 Bedroom Units
Fri. March 26th – Delbarton - 6 Bedroom on 1.43 Acres with Pool

203 LovELL dR., cHARLESton
4 Bedroom, 2 Bath

1,529+/- sqft
Full Basement

Call Todd Short at (681) 205-304

498 +/- Acres and
Mineral Rights

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH @ 12:00 PM
411 MAy RidgE Rd., St. MARy’S, Wv 26170

498+/- surface acres
Project home with electric, gas, cistern, &

septic system. Barn & outbuildings
Call Flanigan at (304) 841-6020

4-Bedroom
Sold To TheHighest Bidder

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH @ 4:00 PM

Tue. February 18th – St. Albans - 1967 Chevrolet Corvette Sting Ray Sells to The Highest Bidder
Tue. February 23rd – Huntington - 3 Bedroom Home on Washington Boulevard
Wed. February 24th – Charleston Area - Three Homes Sold to the Highest Bidders
Thu. February 25th – Charleston - 60 Acres in Charleston with Minerals
Tue. March 2nd – Huntington - Spacious 2-Bedroom with Additional Garage
Wed. March 3rd – Elkview - 3 Bedroom in Elkview Sold to the Highest Bidder
Tue. March 9th – Omar - 2 Homes & Income Generating Lots
Thu. March 11th – South Point, OH - 2 Bedroom on 0.33 Acres
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We Can Build ThisWe Can Build This
Home For You!Home For You!

If you can DREAM it, We can BUILD itIf you can DREAM it, We can BUILD it

Contact our DHB Design Center (304) 937-2090

Check us out on Facebook or visitCheck us out on Facebook or visit DaveHobbaBuilder.comDaveHobbaBuilder.com DHB New Home Smile

“Working with DHB was a
wonderful experience. We would
recommend them to anyone
looking to build a home.”
Jason & Mary Alice

1ST FLOOR
LIVING AREA
1828 Sq Ft

2ND FLOOR
LIVING AREA
540 Sq Ft

House of
the Week
THE BRUNTY
3 BEDROOM 2 BATH

TheBrunty
(1,828 sq. ft.) is a 1-storyhomewith3bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, and a 2-car garage. Features include
an open floor plan, chef’s pantry, walk-in closet,
largemaster walk-in shower, and optional 540 sq
ft upstairs bonus roomandstorage space.
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