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“I feel like I have a new house,” I
said to my husband as I walked into
our newly renovated kitchen.

“Well, I’m happyyou’re happy,”
D.C. said, a comment that, as any-
one who is married knows, carries
the subtext for all you’ve put us
through.

“Seriously,” I said, “every time I
walk in, I can’t believe it’s my kitch-
en. It’s light, it’s open, it’s updated,
it’s … ”

“ … expensive,” he says, finishing
my sentence. “After this, we are
done with home improvements for
a long time.”

I probably could have picked a
better time to express my kitchen
bliss, as D.C. was, at that moment, in
the middle of paying bills. “Well, it’s
totallyworth it,” I said. “And be glad
it was just a renovation and not a
remodel,” I said, implying some-
how that being married to me is a
bargain.

For the uninitiated, a kitchen re-
model involves changing the foot-
print, relocating appliances, putting
in new everything — in other
words, a total gut.With a renova-
tion, the footprint remains, and
changes are more cosmetic.

I had been wanting to transform
our home’s 20-year-old kitchen
since we moved in five years ago.
However, like many homeowners
who wish their homes were differ-
ent in some way, my plans never
went past the daydream stage.

When I thought of all the deci-
sions I’d have to make, the time, the
disruption, the money, the spousal
conflicts, the Pandora’s box of trou-
ble, and the uncertainty that I
might not like it in the end, I froze
like a glacier in Greenland.

Then, a few months ago, for rea-
sons unknown, my desire for a bet-
ter kitchen grew to an obsession. I
called interior designer SallyWard
and asked her to come by “just to

talk” about what I could maybe,
possibly, probably not, do to refresh
my kitchen.

Ideally, I wanted to make a few
small moves to net big results.
(Who doesn’t?) However, I worried
the advice would be to gut the
place, mortgage the house, and
start over.

To my delight,Ward was on
board, and, within an hour, we had
a reasonable (though D.C. had an-
otherword for it) game plan:

• Cabinets would stay but with
new hardware. That right there
saved thousands of dollars. The
dark brown walnut cabinets were
in good shape and matched the
cabinetry throughout the house.
We’d leave them but replace the
vintage satin-nickel hardware with
transitional knobs and pulls in a
shiny polished-nickel.

• Cut down the tall, bar-level
counter to make all counters one

height. This would open site lines
and give the kitchen a cleaner,
more modern look.

• Replace the counters. I would
look for a light cream stone materi-
al to replace the brown Santa Cece-
lia granite that seems to have fol-
lowed me to every house I’ve
owned since the 1990s.

• Replace the old, stainless-steel
sink and small, worn faucet with a

larger, white, cast-iron sink and
more distinctive faucet, also in pol-
ished nickel.

• Update appliances that need
replacing. In our case, that was the
cooktop and dishwasher.We can
live with our refrigerator and oven
a while longer.

• Last, replace the backsplash.
We’ll do that right after the holi-
days, asWard advised us to wait
(that four-letterword) until the
counters were in place, so we could
see how different backsplash op-
tions looked against the counters in
the actual light.

WithWard’s clear-eyed direc-
tion, I could see not only the vision
but also the path to get there.We
agreed, I would GC the project, that
is, serve as general contractor, but
she would serve as a sounding
board and point me to the right re-
sources and professionals, includ-

ing where to go to find stone, fix-
tures, appliances, sinks, and install-
ers. Off I went.

Several weeks later, once I had
my materials purchased and work-
ers lined up, the bedlam began. For
a few days, the hub of our home
was a loud, messy, dust-filled
trench harboring strange men car-
rying heavy artillery.

And then … bliss.
For those looking to turn their

home improvement reveries into
reality, here’s some advice:

• Find a designer you click with.

I am good at making decorating
decisions, but for something this
big, permanent, and expensive, I
wanted back up. Ward, who
charged by the hour, provided
ideas, validated my good instincts,
and protected me from my bad
ones.

• Do what you can do. The more
you can do yourself, the more you’ll
save. Don’t do what you should hire
a pro for, but absolutely do the leg-
work and the projects that require

Kitchen Makeover: How to turn reverie into renovation

AT HOME WITH
Marni Jameson

SEE MARNI, 4H
I had been wanting to transform our home’s

20-year-old kitchen since we moved in five years
ago. However, like many homeowners who wish

their homes were different in some way, my plans
never went past the daydream stage.

When I thought of all the decisions I’d have to make,
the time, the disruption, the money, the spousal

conflicts, the Pandora’s box of trouble, and the un-
certainty that I might not like it in the end, I froze

like a glacier in Greenland.

SELLING OR
RENTINGproperty?
We can get your property in front of
the largest number of people for the
lowest price. With options for every
budget and a variety of print & digital
solutions, maximizing your reach has
never been easier.

Cha r l e s ton

Gaze t te -Ma i l

Rea l Es ta te

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
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In with the new: To update this
20-year-old kitchen, we made
the high-low counters all
one-level, replaced the brown
bullnose granite with creamy
quartzite counters cut with an
eased (or squared) edge,
replaced the stainless sink and
faucet, and changed out the
vintage knobs and pulls. Soon,
a new glossy tile backsplash
will finish the renovation.
Photos courtesy of Marni
Jameson

FOR LEASEFOR LEASE

1500sq feet- Former Office area. Wall partitions for office use and can be converted as needed
1000sq feet- 3 rooms- patient rooms or office rooms (kitchen attached)
1500 sq feet- Open Space with one small room attached
1500sq feet- Open Space

Former Loop Pharmacy and Home Medical Building - Known as a Medical Area and shares a building
with a Physical Therapy Practice. Good Parking on a Busy Road! Great spot for Dental Practice,
Chiropractic Care, Family Practice, Urgent Care, and Medical Specialties. Located in the center of
St. Albans Community Activity (Near the revitalized Olde Main Plaza). 5,500 Total Square Feet that
can be broken down into four smaller units.

FORMER
LOOP

PHARMACY
& HOME
MEDICALMedical SpaceMedical SpaceSaint AlbansSaint Albans

Call (304) 389-3430 or (681)-264-1713 for Information
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An “after” view of
the renovated
kitchen area.

little skill. D.C. and I changed out all
the knobs and pulls in one evening.

• Be sureyour changeswork
withyour home.Amistake some
remodelers make is theypick a
kitchen out of a magazine and try
to replicate it, onlyto realize it
doesn’t fitwith the rest of their
home.Agood designer can make
sureyour newlook integrateswith
your house bykeeping some ele-
ments, like flooring and cabinetry,
consistent.

• Haveyour ducks in a row. Be-
foreyou start demolition, have all
the materials and appliances in
hand andworkers lined up, oryou
risk getting partwaythrough the
project, then stoppingwhileyou
wait for a missing element,which
causesyour crewto leave for an-
other job.

• Braceyourself.Though our
workerswere reliable, profession-
al, and competent,we had a couple
of rockydays.The power tools blew
the electrical circuits.Thewater
was turned off, sowe skipped
showers.The clamor of saws, drills,
and sledgehammers sabotaged all
thinking and conversation. Meals
didn’t happen, unlessyou call mi-
crowave cauliflower in a bag
toppedwith queso from a jar din-
ner.And the dustwas so thick it
turned our brown dogs gray.

But, afteryears of dreaming,
weeks of planning, and a fewdays
of inconvenience, I’m happy.And
I’m happyI’m happy.

Marni Jameson is the author of
six home and lifestyle books, in-
cluding “What to DoWith Every-
thingYou Own to Leave the Legacy
YouWant,” “Downsizing the Family
Home –What to Save,What to Let
Go” and “Downsizing the Blended
Home –WhenTwo Households Be-
come One.”You can contact her at
www.marnijameson.com.

MARNI
FROM PAGE 2H

CENTRAL

Fantastic mutli-use facility. Features recently updated windows, roof,
and hardwood floors. Also has a fully functioning kitchen. The
possibilites are endless - training center, community center, and many
more. Parking for over 50 cars and close to the Shawnee Sports
Complex. Close to shopping, restaurants, the local bus line. Bidding
ends on Thursday, January 12, 2023 unless an accepted offer comes
prior to Monday, January 9, 2023 then the auction will be cancelled.
Building is being sold as is with no warranties or guarantees. A 10%
buyers premium is due from the purchaser at the conclusion of the
auction and is non-refundable. This is a reserve auction and the listing
price does not reflect the actual selling price. Taxes are currently
exempt. Buyer accepts building as is. David Saul is the the auctioneer,
license #2737, and is a licensed Realtor.

Auct ions@Homeinwv.com
Dav id Saul , Auct ioneer #2737

Stephanie Young
304.419.0711

REALTOR® Salesperson

501 19th St, Dunbar
Fantastic multi-use facility.

Online auction closes Jan. 12 @ 6 p.m.

Online Real Estate Auction

207 D St., South Charleston, WV 25303 | 304-201-7653Broker, Joshua McGrath
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CENTRAL

Scott Jones
304.415.4275
REALTOR® Salesperson

KimWade
304.552.1599

REALTOR® Salesperson

The conclusion of this reserve auction will be a live auction on Tuesday,
January 10, 2023, starting at 6 pm. The property is being sold as is and
all due diligence inspections must be completed before the auction.
Seller reserves the right to accept an offer up to 72 hours before the
auction date at which the auction will be canceled. The buyer is
responsible for 10% buyer's premium that is due after the auction.
David Saul will conduct the auction. Any offers have to be voted on by
local and national Elk members. Sold as is.
Legal Description says 15AC but may be more/less. Buyer is to obtain
their own survey to confirm the actual land size. SQFT was obtained
from the previous appraisal. SF may be more/less. The alarm is active.
Must have an appointment.

Auct ions@Homeinwv.com
Dav id Saul , Auct ioneer #2737

1706 Greenbrier St, Charleston
Fantastic multi-use facility.

Live auction begins Jan. 10 @ 6 p.m.

Live &Online Real Estate Auction

207 D St., South Charleston, WV 25303 | 304-201-7653Broker, Joshua McGrath
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The global pandemic reignit-
ed people’s passions for home
renovations, as they directed dol-
lars that would normally have
been spent elsewhere into the
places where they were now
spending the most time - their
homes. According to the 10th an-
nual Houzz & Home survey of
more than 70,000 respondents in
the United States, higher-budget
projects cost around $85,000 or
more in 2020, compared with
$80,000 in the two years prior.
Kitchen projects were the most
popular among renovating
homeowners.

Even though many
COVID-19-related restrictions
have lifted and life has largely re-

turned to regular programming,
renovations remain a popular in-
vestment. Homeowners embark-
ing on home renovation projects
understand that a certain mea-
sure of upheaval is to be expect-
ed, but some may not fully antici-
pate the impact that renovations
have on daily life. The following
are some tips for making it
through a lengthy renovation.

• Discuss the timeline with con-
tractors. It may be easier to make
a plan for how much life will be
disrupted if you have an idea of
how long the renovation will be
(if everything goes according to
plan). Sit down with contractors
and have them spell out the mi-

nutiae of the project so you’ll be
able to anticipate what’s going on
day-to-day.
• Start at the right time. Some
contractors may say they can fit
your project into their schedules
in between other jobs. While this
may seem convenient and timely,
your work may be put on hold if
there are delays with the other
job or jobs. Instead, it may be bet-
ter to hold off until the contrac-
tors can devote the bulk of their
attention to your renovation.
• Recreate commonly used spaces
elsewhere. A kitchen or a bath-
room remodel often requires
giving up spaces that are used
throughout a typical day. Unless
you have a spare full bathroom

or kitchen, you’ll need to make
due. Set a microwave, tabletop
electric burner and a coffee pot
on a folding table in the garage or
utility room. Rent or purchase a
small refrigerator where you can
store a few necessities. Ask your
contractor to set up a makeshift
outdoor shower so you have a
place to get clean when the bath-
room is under construction.
• Pack up and cover. Remodeling
one room may cause a trickle
down effect on other areas. Dust
from drywall sanding can infil-
trate many rooms in the home.
Pack and label boxes with items
not immediately needed and
store them in another area. Cover
most things so a film of dust

won’t form on them.
• Adjust your schedule. Sleeping
in will be a thing of the past for
the duration of the renovation, as
may be working from a home of-
fice. Try to get out of the work
zone as much as possible for new
scenery and respites from the
noises and smells.
• Ease up on cleaning standards.
It’s challenging to keep a home
clean during a renovation. Relax
standards and expect a mess for
some time. Explain to guests
what they’ll find if they drop by.

Renovations can disrupt life,
but often are well worth the
sacrifices homeowners must
make to see them through to
completion.

How to handle a lengthy renovation

304-768-5848
Str ick lenPropert iesLLC .com

ONE-YEAR LEASES. DEPOSITS.
PROMPT MAINTENANCE. NO PETS.

South Charleston, Updated 2
bedroom, 1 ½ bath townhouse,
kitchen with granite, central air,
hook-ups, off street assigned
parking...............................................$700

STRICKLEN PROPERTIES
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Looking to

your apartment?
TO ADVERTISE ON THIS

PAGE 304.348.4852
twitter.com/CGMRealEstate

facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate

100 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV

Must be elderly or disabled.
Rent based on
30% of annual

household income.
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The interior of a home may
be where homeowners and
their families spend the majori-
ty of their time, and there’s no
denying that a well-planned in-
terior goes a long way toward
making a house a home. Howev-
er, the exterior of a home, in-
cluding its landscaping, can
serve as a source of pride and
catch the eye of prospective
buyers when the home hits the
market.

It’s easy to walk past a home
with an eye-catching exterior
and assume the homeowner has
a green thumb or has spent lots
of time and money working on
the landscaping. Though that
may be true, oftentimes it’s the
simplest strategies that make
all the difference. Homeowners
can keep these strategies in
mind as they look to transform
the exterior of their homes.

• Dress up the walkway. A lon-
ger walkway can give guests a
strong first impression of a
home and won’t break the bank.
Create new planting beds and
plant bright plants and flowers
along each side of the walkway.
If it’s necessary and within bud-
get, lengthen the walkway to
create the feel of a more grandi-
ose entryway.
• Make things more symmetri-
cal. A messy landscape can give
a poor first impression, even if
the area features some beauti-
ful plants. In such instances, a
little effort to make things more
symmetrical, with equal parts
grass and vegetation, can create
a cleaner, more inviting look.
• Mulch your flower and tree
beds. Mulch is a relatively inex-
pensive but effective way to add
aesthetic appeal to a landscape.

Freshly mulched beds beneath
trees and flowers creates a
clean and organized look, and
the mulch also serves a practi-
cal purpose, as it reduces weed
growth and helps the soil retain
moisture so plants stay healthy
and look better throughout the
warmer months when rainfall
may not be steady or significant.
• Plant shade trees. Shade trees
can be especially useful when
selling a home. The shade pro-
vided by trees can shield grass

from blistering summer sun,
potentially helping it stay
green. A lush green lawn ap-
peals to buyers and gives the
impression the home has been
well maintained. In addition,
shade trees can be used to cre-
ate the look of a backyard oasis.
A well-placed bench beneath a
large shade tree can entice buy-
ers who want a relaxing spot to
enjoy warm summer days out-
doors without getting a sun-
burn.

• Consider maintenance. The
more exotic an exterior land-
scape is, the more maintenance
it’s likely to require. Lawn and
garden enthusiasts may not be
turned off by landscape features
that require steady mainte-
nance, but homeowners who
don’t have much time for such
work should keep things simple.
A poorly maintained landscape,
even if it includes exotic plants
and elaborate designs, will ad-
versely affect curb appeal. An-

other feather in the cap of
low-maintenance landscape
features is they could prove
more appealing to prospective
buyers, who may view elaborate,
exotic landscaping as a lot of ex-
tra work they won’t want to do.

Some simple landscaping
strategies can help homeown-
ers transform their home exte-
riors without requiring a signif-
icant investment of time or
money

Simple landscaping strategies that can transform a home’s exterior

www.Mountaineerauctions.comwww.auctionzip.comID #4152 for photos & auction terms

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
COURTORDEREDCONSERVATORSHIP AUCTION

Auctioneer/Agent: Roger Mullins #1703
Auctioneer: Stacy L. Cooper #1517

304-548-4056 304-542-5735
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DIRECTIONS: From Route 119 North/Oakwood Road
turn right on Hickory Road 1/2mile to 801 Sherwood

Road. House is located on right.
*** OPENHOUETODAY 2-4PM***

Call us today to schedule your own private viewing

Ranch style home with block foundation, slate covered rear patio, fireplace,
hardwood floors, family room, newer metal roof on level SouthHills lot,. Very

convenient location.Great school district.
House needs updated but has enormous upside potential.

** NOBUYERPREMIUMREALESTATEAUCTION **

Monday, December 19, 2022 @ 3:00PM
801 Sherwood Road, Charleston, WV 25214

**3BR/2BARanch home on level SouthHills lot**

www.Mountaineerauctions.comwww.auctionzip.comID #4152 for photos & auction terms

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
COURTORDEREDCONSERVATORSHIP AUCTION

Auctioneer/Agent: Roger Mullins #1703
Auctioneer: Stacy L. Cooper #1517

304-548-4056 304-542-5735
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DIRECTIONS: From I-77 Marmet Exit #89 turn onto Rt. 94
toward Kanawha River. Make a right on Rt. 61 MacCorkle Ave.
2.9miles to a right on Fields Creek Road 1.6 miles to a left on Cooper

Hollow Road. Cross Bridge to #5 Wisteria Road on right.

*** SHOWNBYAPPOINTMENTONLY***
Call us today to schedule your own private viewing

Older mobile home with block foundation, attached covered front entryway&
rear room addition.Detached 24’x35’ block 2car garage/workshop all on 1/2acre

gently sloping fenced lot. Needs updated but has many possibilities.
** NOBUYERPREMIUMREALESTATEAUCTION **

Monday, December 19, 2022 @ 12:00 noon
5 Wisteria Road, Winifrede, WV 25214

**2BR/2BAMobile home - block foundation on 1/2 acre lot**
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CHECK OUT THESE UPCOMING AUCTIONS
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CALL US TODAY TO
SEE HOW WE CAN

SELL YOUR PROPERTY
IN 6 WEEKS OR LESS!

3 Bedroom with Garage Apartment

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27TH @ 4PM
5307 Chestnut Ave, south ChArleston

3 Bedroom/1 Bath Home. 936+/- sqft. Built 1963
0.15+/- Acres (as Assessed). 2 Car Detached Garage with

upstairs.1 Bedroom, 1 Bath Apartment
Call Keith Hare (304) 741-9135

Nice 3 Bedroom
In Elkview

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28TH @ 4PM
106A CirCle Drive, elkview

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath
1,332+/- sqft.. 0.227+/- acres (as assessed)
Nice Outbuilding. 1 Stall- Attached Garage

Call Todd Short (681) 205-3044

3 Bedroom Cape Cod in Milton

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29TH @ 4PM
936 FloriDA street, Milton

3 Bedroom/1 Bath. 1,250+/- sqft
0.10 Acres (as assessed)

Built 1900
Renovations Started but not Complete

Call Keith Hare (304) 741-9135

1115 1st Ave. south, nitro
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath. 1,360+/- sqft

1-Stall Integral Garage
Central Air & Electric Heat

0.098+/- Acres (as assessed)
Call Todd Short (681) 205-3044

Premier Lot in Rockcrest Pointe

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29TH @ 6PM
297 sunDown riDge, south ChArleston

0.54+/- Acres (as assessed)
Beautiful Views and Sunsets

Convenient South Charleston location
Underground Utilities Available
Call Keith Hare (304) 741-9135

3 Bedroom Ranch in
Kanawha City

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3RD @ 4PM
265 58th street se, ChArleston

3 Bedroom/1 Full Bath. 1,256+/- sqft. Built 1930
0.10 Acres (as assessed)

Fenced Yard. Rear Parking Pad
Call Keith Hare (304) 741-9135

4 Bedroom Home in Dunbar

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4TH @ 4PM
103 stevens Drive, DunbAr

4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath. 1,820+/- sqft. Built 1972
Upper and Lower Driveways

1-Car Integral Garage
Call Keith Hare (304) 741-9135

3 Bedroom Nitro Home

THURSDAY, JANUARY 5TH @ 4PM

•Mon. December 19th – Charleston – Spacious 3 Bedroom Tri-Level

•Tue. December 20th – Reedsville – 4 Bedroom Home on Nearly 8.5 Acres

•Tue. December 20th – Huntington – Move-in Ready 5-Bedroom Brick Home

•Tue. December 27th – South Charleston – 3 Bedroom with Garage Apartment

•Wed. December 28th – Elkview – Nice 3 Bedroom in Elkview

•Thu. December 29th – Milton – 3 Bedroom Cape Cod in Milton

•Tue. January 3rd – Charleston – 3 Bedroom Ranch in Kanawha City

•Wed. January 4th – Dunbar – 4 Bedroom Home in Dunbar

•Thu. January 5th – Nitro – 3 Bedroom Nitro Home

•Wed. January 11th – Charleston – Large Brick Duplex in Charleston

•Thu. January 12th – Charleston – 2 Bedroom in Charleston Selling to the Highest Bidder

•Tue. January 17th – Hurricane – 5 Bedroom Home in the Heart of Hurricane

•Thu. January 19th – Glasgow – Nice 2-Bedroom in Glasgow

•Mon. December 19th – Charleston – Move-in Ready 3 Bedroom

•Tue. December 20th – Hurricane – 2 Bedroom Mobile Home

•Tue. December 20th – Hamlin – Income Producing Duplex & Mobile Home

•Thu. December 22nd – Charleston – 2 Bedroom with Many Updates Selling to the

Highest Bidder

•Wed. December 28th – Kanawha Co. – 14 Properties Selling to the Highest

Bidders

•Thu. December 29th – South Charleston – Premier Lot in Rockcrest Pointe

•Thu. December 29th – Huntington – Two 3 Bedroom Homes Selling to the Highest

Bidder

•Tue. January 10th – Huntington – Turn-Key Brick Commercial Building in

Huntington

•Wed. January 11th – Charleston – 2-Story Home Near the River in Kanawha City

•Tue. January 17th – Logan – Over 90 Acres of Prime Hunting Land

•Wed. January 18th – Hurricane – Spacious 2 Bedroom Hurricane Home Selling to

the Highest Bidder
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OPEN FLOOR CONCEPT
2 CAR GARAGEWITH SHOP
FORMAL DINING/FLEX SPACE
VAULTED CEILING IN GREAT RM

THE FERNCREEK
HOUSE OF THEWEEK

The Ferncreek (2870 sq. ft) is a one and a half
story home that features four bedrooms, three full
baths, dining/flex space, bonus room, and a two-
car garage with space for a shop! This is an
excellent plan for a growing family who wants the
convenience of one story and a separate space
on the half-story! Be greeted by a spacious foyer
connecting to the great room and dining/flex
space. This inviting open floor plan creates a fluid
living space between the great room, breakfast
nook, and kitchen area. The sliding glass door
leads out to the back porch, perfect for
entertaining family gatherings! Pamper yourself in
this fabulous Owner's suite boasting of a large
walk-in closet, luxurious walk-in shower, and
soaking bathtub. You can find two generous size
bedrooms on the other side of the home with a
full bath. You can conveniently access the
laundry room and kitchen right off the garage
entrance. In the garage, you have space for a
woodworking or crafting station! The second floor
carries one additional bedroom, a bonus room (or
optional 5th bedroom), and a full bath.

Scan herefor more info

4 BEDROOMS (OPTIONAL 5TH)
3 FULL BATHS
SINGLE FAMILY HOME
2870 SQ.FT.

THE FERNCREEK
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