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Ann McGee loves her home. If 
you saw it, you would under-
stand. Every room of the 
2,800-square-foot, Mediterra-
nean-style house in Winter 
Park, Florida, reflects her 
well-traveled life, her many 
friendships, her rich memories. 
She loves her oasis-like patio. 
She loves her neighbors and her 
community.

What she doesn’t love are her 
stairs.

At age 73, the retired college 
administrator, who’s had one 
knee replaced, found that an 
upstairs master was a bit of a 
pain ─ literally. She considered 
renovating to put a bedroom 
downstairs, but that was too 
costly. Moving from her home of 
15 years didn’t appeal either.

When her niece showed her a 
magazine ad she’d clipped that 
featured a modern-looking, 
shaftless elevator powered by 
air pressure, McGee was in-
trigued. “It didn’t look like any 
home elevator I’d ever seen,” she 
said. “It looked like a piece of 
art.”

Plus, the installation did not 
involve knocking out walls or 
digging under the floor into the 
foundation as required for tra-
ditional shaft elevators. Shaft 
elevators send cabins through 
5-foot-by-5-foot (minimum) 
spaces within walls, while shaft-
less elevators sit in the open on 
finished floors. Their see-
through cylinders transport 
passengers from floor to floor 
using air pressure or cables.

McGee talked to a couple ele-
vator companies that sold pneu-
matic vacuum elevators, and, 
this past November, elevated 

her own home with one.
“I love the look of it,” she said 

of the tube-shaped elevator 
tucked in just beside the stairs 
in her entryway.

“I worried that it would ruin 
the aesthetics of my home, but 
it’s enhanced it.”

McGee selected the color of 
the metal, as well as the tint on 
the polycarbonate windows.

While she doesn’t use it every 
time she wants to go up or 
downstairs, McGee, an avid 
traveler, definitely uses it for 
her luggage.

“Hips, knees, hearts, backs, 
lungs, in-laws, convenience,” 
Dawn O’Connor, owner of Day-
tona Elevator, rattles off the rea-
sons customers call her. Her 
family-owned business has 
been installing elevators since 
1987.

To that list, Rich Eller, owner 
of HomeLift, a Nashville-based 
elevator dealer, adds those peo-
ple who “flat out are not moving 
and have got to get upstairs.”

Given the demographics, the 
demand for home elevators is 
quickly growing, and the shaft-
less models are the fast-
est-growing sector, he said. Five 
years ago, shaftless elevators ac-
counted for 6 percent of Eller’s 

home elevator installations. Last 
year, that percentage more than 
doubled. He expects that 20 to 
25 percent of home elevators 
will be shaftless by 2025.

“We have a population of peo-
ple who want to age in place,” 
Eller said. “More people are re-
alizing that installing an eleva-
tor or a stair lift is a lot cheaper 
than moving. Builders and ar-
chitects recognize this is a grow-
ing market and are designing 
more homes with elevators in 
mind.”

“I love where I live and how I 
live,” McGee said. “I wanted to 
buy more time in this house, 
and I did.”

While not every home is a 
candidate for an elevator, if your 
home’s stairs are becoming an 
issue, here’s what to consider 
before you pack up and move.

• A solution for every budget
If creating a downstairs bed-

room isn’t an option, the lift in-
dustry has many ways to get you 
upstairs, O’Connor said. The 
least expensive option is a stair 
lift. A seat that travels straight 
up a flight of stairs typically 
costs between $3,500 and 
$4,000. If the stairway curves or 
takes a turn, the stair lift cost 
will climb to as much as $15,000.

Pneumatic vacuum elevators 
cost from $35,000 to $60,000, 
depending on the size. They 
come in three widths: 30 inches; 
37 inches, which is what McGee 
purchased; and 52 inches, which 
will accommodate a wheelchair. 
McGee paid $40,000 for her ele-
vator, which includes a fold-
down seat and phone.

PVEs are is among the high-
er-end products, Eller said, add-

ing that some shaftless lifts sell 
for as little as $28,000. Con-
struction costs to retrofit a 
space is additional, and they 
vary with the work required.

• Build it in
The best time to install an ele-

vator is when you’re building a 
home. But adding one later may 
be easier than you think. Before 
you give up on the idea because 
you don’t see where you could 

install an elevator, have an ex-
pert out.

“Often, people think they 
don’t have a place to put an ele-
vator, then we find two or three 
possibilities,” Eller said.

• Location, location, location
When looking for the best 

placement, start upstairs to find 

Going up? Home elevators are on the rise

AT HOME WITH
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where you would like to exit, 
usually on a landing or common 
area, and work down. Remem-
ber you can enter on one side of 
the elevator and exit out the 
other side.

For a traditional elevator 
built into a shaft, two closets 
stacked on one another is ideal. 
These shafts can be inside a 
home or built onto the exterior. 
A shaftless elevator is easier to 
fit in most homes.

• Looks matter
The entry to a traditional ele-

vator can truly blend into the 
woodwork. It can mimic panel-
ing or a closet door, so you don’t 
even know an elevator is there. 

However, as home elevators be-
come more common and sculp-
tural, many are coming out of 
the closet.

• Added value
Most realtors agree that a 

home elevator done well adds 
value.

“I feel like having an elevator 
lets you tap into a whole new 
market,” McGee said.

Marni Jameson is the author 
of six home and lifestyle books, 
including “What to Do With Ev-
erything You Own to Leave the 
Legacy You Want,” “Downsizing 
the Family Home – What to Save, 
What to Let Go” and “Downsiz-
ing the Blended Home – When 
Two Households Become One.” 
She can be contacted at www.
marnijameson.com.

MARNI
FROM PAGE 2H

Elevated living ─ Today’s shaftless elevators offer a sleek, artistic alternative to larger, traditional elevators that require more machin-
ery. “I’ve just greatly extended the number of years I can live in my house,” said Ann McGee, pictured at home with her new pneumat-
ic vacuum elevator. Photo courtesy of Marni Jameson
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David Bailey

1533 Lee Street E, Charleston
$214,900

Rare find in the East End! First-floor master bedroom with
full bath. Large extra lot plus two car garage! Original
woodwork and charm with many updates including
HVAC. Great front porch. Freshly painted and move-in
ready! Come see it today!
DIRECTIONS: Kanawha Boulevard to Elizabeth Street, go
three blocks and turn Left on Lee, the house will be on
the Left.

304-415-4999

2:00-4:00 PM
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Call 304-348-4852 with questions!

Only 4 spots each week!
EVERY SUNDAY

Cover spaces for the Charleston Gazette-Mail Real Estate
Section are filling up quickly, make sure to make your

reservations now
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R. Joseph Miller, Brokeroldcolony.com
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The ability to work remotely 
has opened up different opportu-
nities for the millions of people 
who work 9 to 5 each day. While 
the advantages to remote work 
are too numerous to count, log-
ging hours from the sofa is not 
necessarily a panacea for all 
working ills. In fact, many remote 
workers often lament how much 
their work-life balance has been 
adversely affected by their deci-
sion to avoid the office.

According to the career re-
source Zippia, 27 percent of 
United States employees work 
remotely as of 2021. There are 
expected to be 36.2 million 
American employees working 
remotely by 2025. In its 2020 

Household Pulse Survey, the U.S. 
Census Bureau found that more 
than one-third of U.S. house-
holds reported working from 
home more frequently than be-
fore the pandemic.

Switching to remote working 
certainly may have improved 
flexibility for many workers, but 
it also has led to them putting in 
longer hours - something that 
may affect home life. According to 
a survey of 2,800 workers by the 
Los Angeles-based staffing firm 
Robert Half, 45 percent of re-
spondents said they regularly 
work more hours during the 
week than they did before transi-
tioning to remote work. Also, 70 
percent of professionals reported 

working on weekends.
Americans are not alone in 

this phenomenon. The business 
support company NordVPN 
Teams says the average length of 
time an employee working from 
home in the U.K., Canada, Austria, 
and U.S. is logged on at their com-
puter has increased by more than 
two hours a day since the corona-
virus crisis.

As home offices have become 
a more common feature, workers 
admit to taking shorter lunch 
breaks, working through sick-
ness, and being “available” during 
times that would normally be de-
voted to leisure or family. Tech-
nology has made it possible to get 
alerts on mobile phones even 

when workers have seemingly 
logged off for the day.

Mastering control of one’s 
time can take some trial and er-
ror. However, there are some tips 
that can make it easier to achieve:

• Set limits (and stick to them). 
Don’t overschedule yourself. Fig-
ure out what you can handle in 
terms of work and home respon-
sibilities and limit those actions.
• Detach from work. Try to keep 
work equipment in a separate 
area from the living room or 
kitchen. This way you can turn off 
the computer and call it a day. 
Turn off alerts on your phone 
when the work day ends.
• Schedule fun times with the 

family. Make it a priority to fill 
the calendar with plenty of activi-
ties to enjoy in your leisure time, 
which can help to offset the de-
mands of work.
• Prioritize and assess frequently. 
Everyone has different priorities. 
Remote work may help you real-
ize those priorities more easily, 
such as working specific hours to 
be able to care for an elderly par-
ent or an infant. Don’t feel the 
need to compensate by taking on 
more work.

Remote work benefits many 
people. But to benefit fully from 
such situations, professionals 
may need to make a concerted ef-
fort to achieve a greater work-life 
balance. 

Tips to reclaim work-life balance

100 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV

Must be elderly or disabled.
Rent based on
30% of annual

household income.
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ONE-YEAR LEASES. DEPOSITS.
PROMPT MAINTENANCE. NO PETS.

STRICKLEN PROPERTIES

Str ick lenPropert iesLLC.com

South Charleston, Newer 2 bedroom, 2
½ bath townhouse, kitchen with granite,
wood grain laminate flooring, central air,
hook-ups, master bedroom with walk-in
closet, off street assigned parking, close
to Thomas Hospital........................................$800

304-768-5848
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JacobArborAPARTMENTS

304-346-5298

521 JACOB STREET, CHARLESTON, WV

Must be elderly or disabled
Rent based on
30% of annual

household income.

NOW LEASING
1 BEDROOM

APARTMENTS
HD-486453
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The home renovation industry 
is booming, and that’s reflected in 
the cost to upgrade a home. Home 
Guide says remodeling a kitchen 
costs $25,000 on average, and a 
bathroom renovation runs 
around $10,000. Though rates 
fluctuate depending on a host of 
variables, renovations can cost 
$15 to $60 per square foot de-
pending on the project. 

The average homeowner 
wants to save as much money as 
possible when renovating their 
home. Many think doing much of 
the work themselves is the easiest 
way to keep costs low. What some 
homeowners may not realize is 
that DIY can be costly and prove a 
big hassle in the long run. The fol-
lowing are some hidden costs of 
DIY and renovating in general.

Time
DIY projects are a major drain 

on free time. Homeowners taking 
the DIY route typically work on 
weekends or after work. Few peo-
ple can take off and devote their 
undivided attention to a remodel 
like a contractor can. Time is a 
valuable resource that is not re-
newable. Therefore, think of a DIY 
project in terms of what it would 
equal in lost wages. Because 
homeowners are not profession-
als, a DIY project may take double 
the time it would take a contrac-
tor. It may be worth it to simply 
hire it out.

Mistakes
Many resources are available 

to help DIY enthusiasts work on a 
project, but there are still tricks 
and techniques learned after 
years on the job. DIYers may 
damage their homes by taking 
shortcuts or not understanding 
how to do a job properly. A 

plumbing mistake, for example, 
may lead to flooding that damag-
es another room in the home. And 
such mistakes may not be covered 
by homeowners insurance poli-
cies.

Fines
Permits are required for many 

home improvement projects. For-
getting to obtain permits or not re-
alizing one may be necessary could 
subject you to hefty fines and/or 
force the job to be redone so it’s up 
to code. Professionals likely know 
the rules regarding permits and 
often include the cost of acquiring 
permits in an estimate.

Remediation
It’s only after opening up walls 

or removing floors that you may 
discover issues you did not antici-
pate, such as termite damage or 
mold. These unforseen factors can 
drive up the overall costs of a 
project.

Disposal
Removing old building mate-

rials or gutting a room is part of 
many renovations. Chances are 
this refuse simply cannot be left 
at the curb for trash pickup. As a 
DIYer, you may not factor the costs 
for a dumpster or the time and 
money required to haul debris to 

a recycling or landfill center.

Tools
DIYers may have to purchase 

tools as they engage in new proj-
ects. These expenses can add up 
and negate the savings of doing 

some of the work yourself.
DIY projects may initially 

seem like a way to save money, 
but weekend warriors should cal-
culate the hidden costs associated 
with renovations before deciding 
to do some work on their own. 

Some hidden costs of DIY
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845 +/- Acre Working Farm
Offered in Parcels

AUCTION

2236 Parkersburg Road, Spencer,WV 25276
Online Only | ABSOLUTE Auction
Online bidding is open & starts closing
Monday, February 20th at 7:00 PM

Property Tours: Saturday February 11th
11:00 AM-4:00 PM

BUILD, FARM, HUNT
Offered in 9 parcels, timber potential, open pasture,

hay meadows, fenced, building sites

Kaufman Realty & Auctions of WV www.kaufmanbid.com
399 W. Main St., Bridgeport, WV 26330 David Anthony Kaufman,

Broker License #WV0030037
Alden Butcher- Auctioneer/Agent Alden@Kaufmanrealty.com
Cell# 304-695-1621 License #WV0030182 Auc. Lic. #1918
John L. Spiker License #WV0029399 Auc. Lic. #184



         REAL ESTATE SUNDAY, SUNDAY, FEbRUARY 5, 20236H

FIND
IT AT:

TO MASTER INDOOR FORTS

a New Placea New Placea New Placea New Place
H
D
-4
89
02
8



  REAL ESTATE SUNDAY, SUNDAY, FEbRUARY 5, 2023 7H
CHECK OUT THESE UPCOMING AUCTIONS

ONLINE ONLY
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23RD
@ 4PM

Beautiful 3 Bedroom on 1-Acre on
Summersville Lake

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH
@ 4PM

79 Buckingham Lane,
mount neBo

3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bathrooms
2,118+/- sqft w/loft area

1.1+/- Acre Lot on Summersville Lake
(as assessed)

4 Car Detached Garage

Call Taylor Ramsey
(304) 552-5201

2 Lots in Crystal Springs Selling
to the Highest Bidders

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH @ 6PM
crystaL springs suBdivision, WinfieLd
aBsoLute onLine reaL estate auction

Each Lot sold individually
Subject #1 331 Crystal Springs Drive. 0.86+/- Acres as assessed

Subject #2 53 Brantley Drive. 0.89+/- Acres as assessed
Call Keith Hare (304) 741-9135

Two 2-Bedroom
Homes in Dunbar

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST @ 4PM

1010 & 1010 ½ West virginia ave, dunBar
0.10+/- Acres (as assessed)

Front House. 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, 1,000 sqft,
Rear House 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, 900+/- sqft

Call Keith Hare (304) 741-9135

3 Bedroom in Great Location
with Flexible Zoning

1052 LakeWood dr.,
charLeston
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bath

912+/- sqft Home w/Basement
0.49+/- Acre Lot as Assessed

One Car Detached Garage + Large Carport
Barn/Shed

Call Taylor Ramsey
(304) 552-5201

*Wed. February 8th – Charleston – Cozy 3-Bedroom Selling to the Highest Bidder

*Wed. February 8th - Nitro - 3 Bedroom Townhome Selling to the Highest Bidder

*Thu. February 16th – Winfield – 2 Lots in Crystal Springs Selling to the Highest Bidders

*Tue. February 21st – Elkview – Furniture, Glassware, China, Prints & Art, and More!

*Tue. February 21st – Saint Albans – 2 Bedroom in Saint Albans Selling to the Highest Bidder

*Tue. February 21st – Shinnston – 1973 Chevrolet Camaro 454 Cl Automatic

*Wed. February 22nd – Charleston – Move-in Ready 3 Bedroom Selling to the Highest Bidder

*Thu. February 23rd – Huntington – 3 Bedroom Huntington Home

*Thu. February 23rd – Dunbar – 2 Bedroom in a Convenient Location

*Mon. February 27th – Poca – 18 Acres with 3-Stall Barn in Poca

*Tue. February 28th – Saint Albans – 3 Bedroom Project Home Selling to the Highest Bidder

*Wed. March 1st – Huntington – Three Income Producing Homes in Cabell County

*Wed. March 1st – Charleston – 2 Bedroom in Charleston Selling to the Highest Bidder

*Thu. March 2nd – Eleanor – 3 Bedroom in a Great Neighborhood Selling to the Highest Bidder

*Mon. March 6th – Charleston – 4 Bedroom in Charleston Selling to the Highest Bidder

*Tue. March 7th – Charleston – Two Bedroom Charleston Home

*Wed. March 8th – Glasgow – 3 Bedroom Project Home Selling to the Highest Bidder

*Thu. March 9th – Hurricane – Stone Ranch on Nearly 1 Acre Selling to the Highest Bidder

*Tue. February 7th – South Charleston – Charming 2 Bedroom in South Charleston
*Thu. February 16th – Mount Nebo – Beautiful 3 Bedroom on 1-Acre on Summersville Lake
*Tue. February 21st – Dunbar – Two 2-Bedroom Homes in Dunbar
*Thu. February 23rd – Charleston – 3 Bedroom in Great Location with Flexible Zoning
*Thu. February 23rd – Barboursville – 11+ Prime Acres in Barboursville
*Thu. March 2nd – Saint Albans – Move-in Ready 5 Bedroom in Saint Albans
Thu. March 2nd – Kanawha Co. – Two Kanawha County Properties
*Thu. March 2nd – South Charleston – 5-Story Professional Building in South Charleston
*Tue. March 7th – Charleston – Remodeled Commercial Building on Elk River Near Coonskin Park
*Thu. March 16th – Danville – Multi-Use Commercial Building on Main Throughfare in Danville
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HOUSE OF THEWEEK

1ST FLOOR
LIVINGAREA
1187 SQFT

THE CLASSIC
FARMHOUSE

2NDFLOOR
LIVINGAREA
1475 SQFT

Classic Farmhouse I (2662 sq. ft.) features 5 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, and 2-
car garage. This thoughtful plan holds 4 bedrooms with the primary suite on
the first floor. Perfect floorplan for the needs of a new or growing family!
The kitchen and dining area is open with easy access to the back porch.
Formal living area on the main level to relax individually and a family room
on the upper level for a larger gathering! The primary suite holds a large
walk-in closet and double vanities. The powder room, mudroom & utility
room finish off the first floor. The second floor carries 4 additional, generous
bedrooms, a full bath & plenty of storage! Optional ensuite can be added by
adding another full bath on upper level.

FORMAL LIVING AREA
LARGEWALK-IN CLOSET
UPPER-LEVEL FAMILY ROOM
PLENTY OF STORAGE
5 BEDROOMS
2.5 BATHROOMS
2662 SQ.FT.
SINGLE FAMILY HOME

For more info scan here
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