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I would like the record to show,
I was against replacing our heat-
ing and air conditioning system.
For once, my husband wanted to
spend money on a home im-
provement that I didn’t.

I come from the if-it’s-not-bro-
ken-don’t-fix-it school. D.C. comes
from the let’s-not-wait-’til-it’s-a-
problem school. I also prefer buy-
ing home improvements you can
see, not ones you work to hide.

I further blame the HVAC com-
pany. (We’ll call them Company
No. 1.) Last year when a service
representative from Company No.
1 came out to see why our system
wasn’t cooling, he found a slow
refrigerant leak. He also took pic-
tures of the inside of our 18-year-
old unit, which looked like a
mushroom pizza. He did this to
scare me.

“What are all those spots?” I
asked.

“Corrosion, mold,” he casually
said.

Yum.
If we wanted cool air (yes), our

choices were to spend $500 to re-
plenish the refrigerant, or spend
$13,000 (cough, sputter, hack, sell
a kidney) for a new system, or we
could buy a Company No. 1 mem-
bership for $200 and save half on
the cost to replace the refrigerant,
and get two free service mainte-
nance calls in the coming year
and a discount on future purchas-
es.

Swayed by the immediate sav-
ings, we bought the membership
and replaced the refrigerant.

Then came the phone calls.
Company No. 1 kept wanting to
schedule a service call. I kept put-
ting them off. Finally, they got
through to my (now working from
home) husband, who succumbed.

“Why?” I said. “You fell in their
trap!”

“We already paid for it,” he said.
“They are just trolling for busi-

ness!” I said. A career in journal-
ism has turned me into a bitter
skeptic.

“They are doing their job,” he
said. His sensibleness can be infu-
riating.

And what do you suppose hap-
pened? They recommended we
replace our old, falling apart,
rusty, corroded unit. And guess
who took the bait?

“But it’s not broken!” I argued.
“But it will be,” he said.
“Why don’t we wait until it

stops working?”
“Because I don’t want it to go

down during a heat wave, when
service companies are booked for
weeks, and listen to you fuss be-
cause the house is so hot.”

D.C. got an estimate from Com-
pany No. 1, who was not on my
good side.

“At least get another estimate,” I
said.

D.C. called Company No. 2, who
offered a better system for the
same price. Despite our member
discount, Company No. 1 could
not meet or beat the offer, which
gave me some small satisfaction
that I cannot quite explain.

The new system went in last
week. The air in the house feels
exactly the same.

To feel better about foregoing
vacations for the rest of my life to
pay for new machinery, I talked
with Kellie Lindenmoyer, furnace
product manager for American
Standard Heating & Air Condi-
tioning, who cooled me off, and
answered these homeowner-re-
lated questions:

How often do HVAC systems
need replacing?

Typically, systems last 15 to 20
years, especially if serviced regu-
larly. How often you use the sys-
tem has an impact. For instance, a
system in a vacation home that
you use three months of the year
won’t need replacing as often.

How do you know whether to
repair or replace?

If your system is in that 15-to-
20-year range and has recurring
issues, it’s probably time. Talk to a
service pro about your options.
Replacing will cost more, but will
be better long term because you
will save on repairs, and might
also see lower energy bills.

Some use the $5,000 rule. Mul-
tiply the age of your unit in years
(say 18) by your estimated repair
cost ($300). If your total is more
than $5,000 (our example comes
to $5,400), then consider replac-
ing your system.

How much can a homeowner
expect to pay for a new system?

Depending on the equipment
and where you live, estimates for
a residential system, including in-
stallation, range from $4,600 to
$14,000.

When you do spring for a new
unit ($$$ ouch!), what benefits can
you expect?

• Peace of mind: If you replace

your system before it quits work-
ing, you won’t wake up in Febru-
ary freezing because your system
broke in the night, nor will you
sweat out waiting for a service
call in August.

• Lower energy bills: Thanks to
regulatory changes, today’s sys-
tems are more energy efficient.
How much you save on your ener-
gy bill will depend on your home’s
insulation, your usage, and how

many more “SEERS” your new
system has. The higher the SEER
(Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ra-
tio), the greater the savings (and
the more expensive the unit).

Most states have a minimum
SEER. In Florida today, the mini-
mum SEER allowed is 14.

• Cleaner indoor air: Compared
to older systems, today’s systems

HVAC systems: Repair or replace?

AT HOME WITH
Marni Jameson SEE MARNI, 3H

Ashley Mann
R E A L E S T A T E M A R K E T I N G S P E C I A L I S T

Want to expand your brand? With options for every
budget and a variety of print and digital solutions,
maximizing your reach has never been easier. Call
me for a no-obligation brainstorming session today!
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ashley.mann@hdmediallc.com
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do a better job removing aller-
gens and pet fur from the air.
Some systems clean air better
than others, so if you have pets,
allergies or asthma, ask your
dealer about indoor air quality.

• Better resale value: A new
HVAC system will also help when
you want to sell your home. Hav-
ing a new system is one less item
a buyer can ding you for.

What’s up with the discontin-
ued refrigerant?

Newer systems are also more
environmentally friendly. Last
year, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency banned the refriger-
ant known as R-22 or Freon from
being made in the United States
or imported because of its harm-

ful impact on the ozone layer.
Units more than 10 years old

use R-22. Newer units use a re-
frigerant called R-410A. As R-22
becomes scarcer, it will get more
expensive. To see which one your
system uses, check the label on
the compressor. If it says R-22 (or
HCFC–22), and it’s running well,
leave it.

But if the system is leaking or
breaking, you probably should
get a new one. Yes, it hurts.

Marni Jameson is the author of
six home and lifestyle books, includ-
ing “Downsizing the Family Home –
What to Save, What to Let Go” and
“Downsizing the Blended Home –
When Two Households Become
One,” and coming in June, “What to
Do With Everything You Own to
Leave the Legacy You Want.” Reach
her at www.marnijameson.com.

MARNI
FROM PAGE 2H

Cool comes at a price The average home needs a new HVAC system every 15 to 20 years. Yes, it’s expensive, but homeowners benefit
from energy savings and peace of mind. Photo courtesy of American Standard.

Open Houses Sunday, February 12, 2023

Christy Goad

601 Steeplechase Dr., Hurricane
$415,000

Beautiful Home! Spacious 6 BR, 3 BA & ½ BA, located on
corner lot with fenced backyard & newly finished back
deck. Updated kitchen with extra custom built cabinets.
New carpet & hardwoods throughout. Fully finished
basement with kitchenette & movie room with projector.
Whole house generator and much more!
DIRECTIONS: I-64 West to Exit 39, left onto Rt. 34, right on
Cow Creek, left on McClung, left onto Steeplechase,
first house on left.

(304) 767-4674

2:00-4:00 PM
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twitter.com/CGMRealEstate
facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate

304.348.4852 • realestate@hdmediallc.com
www.WannaGoHome.com
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Home renovations provide a
host of benefits. Such projects
can increase resale value and
improve on the safety, aesthetics
and functionality of a home.

Some homeowners may em-
ploy the mantra “go big or go
home” when they embark on
home improvements, thinking
that only the largest renovations
produce noticeable change. But
that’s not the case. Various
smaller renovations can provide
a lot of bang for homeowners’
bucks as well.

• Countertops (and hardware): A
complete kitchen overhaul may

stretch some homeowners’ bud-
gets. However, changing an older
countertop for a new material
can provide the facelift a kitchen
needs. And while changing the
cabinets may be homeowners’
ultimate goal, swapping hard-
ware in dated finishes for newer
handles and pulls can provide
low-cost appeal.
• Paint: Painting a space is an in-
expensive improvement that
adds maximum impact. Paint
can transform dark and drab
rooms into bright and airy oases.
Paint also can be used to create
an accent wall or cozy nooks.
Homeowners also can showcase

their personalities with their
choice of paint colors.

• Lighting: Homeowners should
not underestimate what a
change in lighting can do. When
rooms or exterior spaces are il-
luminated, they take on entirely
new looks. It’s worth it to invest
in new lighting, whether it’s a
dramatic hanging light over the
dining room table or task light-
ing in dim spaces.
• Weatherproofing: Improving
windows, doors, weatherstrip-
ping, and insulation in a home
can offer visual appeal and help
homeowners save money. The

initial investment may be signif-
icant, but those costs will pay off
in energy savings. According to
One Main Financial, space heat-
ing is the largest energy expense
the average American home-
owner has, accounting for
around 45 percent of all energy
costs.
• Mudroom: Turn an entryway
into a more functional space
with the addition of cabinets,
benches or custom-designed
storage options that perfectly fit
the area. Cubbies and cabinets
can corral shoes, umbrellas,
hats, bags, and much more.
• Accent updates: Any space,

whether it’s inside or outside a
home, can get a fresh look with
new decorative accents. Invest in
new throw pillows and even slip-
covers for living room sofas. Use
new tile or paint the brick on a
fireplace in a den, then update
the mantel with decorative dis-
plays. Purchase wall art that can
bring different colors into a
room. Change the cushions on
deck furniture and buy color-co-
ordinated planters.

These subtle changes will not
cost as much as full-scale reno-
vations, but they can still help
homeowners transform their
homes.

Small renovations that can make a big impact

100 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV

Must be elderly or disabled.
Rent based on
30% of annual

household income.
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ONE-YEAR LEASES. DEPOSITS.
PROMPT MAINTENANCE. NO PETS.

STRICKLEN PROPERTIES

Str ick lenPropert iesLLC.com

PROPERTIES AVAILABLE MARCH 1ST
South Charleston, Almost new 1 bedroom,
1 bath apartment, kitchen with granite,
central air, hook-ups, deck ............................$600

St. Albans, Updated 2 bedroom, 1 bath
townhouse, kitchen with granite, central
air, hook-ups..............................................................$600

304-768-5848
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twitter.com/CGMRealEstate
facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate

Looking to

your
apartment?

TO ADVERTISE
ON THIS PAGE
304.348.4852
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Spring is a season of rejuvena-
tion, and perhaps nowhere is that
rebirth more noticeable than in
the yard. Extra sunlight and rising
temperatures make spring a great
time to plant flowers, grasses and
trees.

Preparing soil might seem like
an extensive job, but a simple ap-
proach may be all that’s necessary
to create conditions that promote
plant growth this spring.

• Clean up the previous months’
mess. Whether homeowners live
in regions marked by year-round
warmth or places where winter
typically features heavy snowfall,
it’s a good idea to clean up an area
prior to spring planting.

Fallen leaves, rocks, grass clip-
pings, and other debris can con-
tribute to compacted soil that
makes it hard for plants to estab-
lish strong, healthy root systems.
Clear away any debris prior to
planting before taking the next
step in your soil preparation rou-
tine.
• Loosen the soil. Once debris has
been cleared away, loosen the soil.
Depending on the size of the area
where you’ll be planting, you may
need to invest in tools like a shov-
el, spade, spading fork, and/or a
lawn edger. If you’re planting in a
small area, such as a deck planter
box that still has soil from last
year’s planting inside it, you can
either clean the box and replace
the soil entirely or dig around
with a handheld trowel, cultivator

and/or weeder. It’s important to
loosen all of the soil around
where you will ultimately plant
prior to planting to ensure water
can reach the roots and help them
establish themselves once plant-
ing is completed.
• Test and, if necessary, amend
the soil. A simple pH test can
help determine the acidity or
alkalinity of the soil. This is an

important step as soil that is
too acidic or alkaline can de-
crease the availability of nutrients
the plants will need to thrive. In
addition to conducting a pH test,
which can be purchased at little
cost at a local home improvement
store, homeowners can contact
their local Cooperative Extension
Service to test their soil quality.
These tests will reveal soil pH, but

also can shed light on the texture
of the soil and other components.
Once the test is conducted, the lo-
cal Coop Extension Service may
recommend amendments to im-
prove the nutritional quality of

the soil so new plants can thrive.
Soil conditions go a long way to-

ward determining if new plants
will thrive. Preparing the soil pri-
or to spring planting can ensure a
successful season.

Preparing
soil for
spring
planting

www.joerpyleauctions.com

RE Terms: 10% down payment made day of auction w/balance due at
closing w/in 2 weeks. 10% BP. Additional Terms on Website.

JOE R. PYLE COMPLETE AUCTION & REALTY SERVICE
Joe Pyle WV212 Joe R. Pyle, Broker

Alan Heldreth WV2224
5546 Benedum Drive, Shinnston, WV

(888) 875-1599
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5-Stories, 27,700+/- sqft Medical Office Building
Adjacent to Thomas Memorial Hospital

Currently configured for 14 leasable units
Reported current monthly income of $21,900 for 5 rented units

86 parking spaces
Built in 1993

1.07+/- total acres (as assessed)
High traffic area

Secured Partyreal eState auction
Thursday, March 2nd 11:00AM

Registration & Inspection begin at 10:00AM

4501 MacCorkle Ave SW
South Charleston, WV

SPACIOUS OFFICE BUILDING IN SOUTH
CHARLESTON – INCOME GENERATING
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845 +/- Acre Working Farm
Offered in Parcels

AUCTION

2236 Parkersburg Road, Spencer,WV 25276
Online Only | ABSOLUTE Auction

Online bidding is open & starts closing
Monday, February 20th at 7:00 PM

Property Tours: Saturday February 11th
11:00 AM-4:00 PM

BUILD, FARM, HUNT
Offered in 9 parcels, timber potential, open pasture,

hay meadows, fenced, building sites

Kaufman Realty & Auctions of WV www.kaufmanbid.com
399 W. Main St., Bridgeport, WV 26330 David Anthony Kaufman,

Broker License #WV0030037
Alden Butcher- Auctioneer/Agent Alden@Kaufmanrealty.com
Cell# 304-695-1621 License #WV0030182 Auc. Lic. #1918

John L. Spiker License #WV0029399 Auc. Lic. #184
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CHECK OUT THESE UPCOMING AUCTIONS
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Auction Held At tHe
KAnAwHA co. courtHouse
subject 1: 419 Vine st., soutH cHArleston

2 Bedroom, 1 Bath Home
881+/-sqft

subject 2: 238 oAKwood rd., cHArleston
3 Bedroom, 1 Bath Home

1,470+/- sqft

Call Debbie Flanigan
(304) 841-6010

Two 2-Bedroom
Homes in Dunbar

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST @ 4PM

1010 & 1010 ½ west VirginiA AVe, dunbAr
0.10+/- Acres (as assessed)

Front House. 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, 1,000 sqft,
Rear House 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, 900+/- sqft

Call Keith Hare (304) 741-9135

Move-in Ready 3 Bedroom Selling
to the Highest Bidder

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND @ 6PM
876 soutH PArK rd., cHArleston

Absolute online reAl estAte Auction
3 Bedroom, 1 Bath. 1,852+/- sqft.. Full Basement

Hardwood Floors 0.291+/- Acres (as assessed)
Call Todd Short (681) 205-3044

3 Bedroom in Great Location
with Flexible Zoning

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23RD @ 4PM
1052 lAKewood dr., cHArleston

3 Bedrooms, 2 Bath. 912+/- sqft Home w/Basement
0.49+/- Acre Lot as Assessed

One Car Detached Garage + Large Carport
Barn/Shed

Call Taylor Ramsey (304) 552-5201

Move-in Ready 5 Bedroom
in St. Albans

THURSDAY, MARCH 2ND @ 4PM
814 strAwberry rd., sAint AlbAns

5 Bedroom, 1 Bath. 3,379+/- sqft
Like-New Central Air & Gas Furnace

Two Detached Garages: 30x47 and 24x50
Next to Hays Middle School. 0.81+/- Acres (as assessed)

Call Todd Short (681) 205-3044

Two Kanawha County
Properties

THURSDAY, MARCH 2ND @
NOON

*Thu. February 16th – Winfield – 2 Lots in Crystal Springs Selling to the Highest Bidders
*Tue. February 21st – Elkview – Furniture, Glassware, China, Prints & Art, and More!
*Tue. February 21st – Saint Albans – 2 Bedroom in Saint Albans Selling to the Highest Bidder
*Tue. February 21st – Shinnston – 1973 Chevrolet Camaro 454 Cl Automatic
*Wed. February 22nd – Charleston – Move-in Ready 3 Bedroom Selling to the Highest Bidder
*Wed. February 22nd – Elkins – Robinson Estate Auction: Antique & Modern Furniture, Pottery, Glassware, Collectible Electronics, and more!

*Thu. February 23rd – Huntington – 3 Bedroom Huntington Home
*Thu. February 23rd – Dunbar – 2 Bedroom in a Convenient Location
*Mon. February 27th – Poca – 18 Acres with 3-Stall Barn in Poca
*Mon. February 27th – Summersville – Home Near Summersville Lake Selling to the Highest Bidder
*Mon. February 27th – Jane Lew – Winter Guns & Ammo Auction – Day 2 of 2
*Tue. February 28th – Saint Albans – 3 Bedroom Project Home Selling to the Highest Bidder
*Wed. March 1st – Huntington – Three Income Producing Homes in Cabell County
*Wed. March 1st – Charleston – 2 Bedroom in Charleston Selling to the Highest Bidder
*Wed. March 1st – Charleston – Van, Alignment Rack, Office Equipment, and More!
*Thu. March 2nd – Eleanor – 3 Bedroom in a Great Neighborhood Selling to the Highest Bidder
*Thu. March 2nd – Gassaway – 11 Acres Selling to the Highest Bidder
*Mon. March 6th – Charleston – 4 Bedroom in Charleston Selling to the Highest Bidder
*Tue. March 7th – Charleston – Two Bedroom Charleston Home
*Wed. March 8th – Glasgow – 3 Bedroom Project Home Selling to the Highest Bidder
*Thu. March 9th – Hurricane – Stone Ranch on Nearly 1 Acre Selling to the Highest Bidder
*Tue. March 21st – Saint Albans – 3 Bedroom on 4 Acres Selling to the Highest Bidder

*Thu. February 16th – Mount Nebo – Beautiful 3 Bedroom on 1-Acre on Summersville Lake
*Tue. February 21st – Dunbar – Two 2-Bedroom Homes in Dunbar
*Tue. February 21st – Jane Lew – Income Producing Building on US-19
*Thu. February 23rd – Charleston – 3 Bedroom in Great Location with Flexible Zoning
*Thu. February 23rd – Barboursville – 11+ Prime Acres in Barboursville
*Sat. February 25th – Jane Lew – Winter Guns & Ammo Auction – Day 1 of 2
*Thu. March 2nd – Saint Albans – Move-in Ready 5 Bedroom in Saint Albans
*Thu. March 2nd – Kanawha Co. – Two Kanawha County Properties
*Thu. March 2nd – South Charleston – 5-Story Professional Building in South Charleston
*Tue. March 7th – Charleston – Remodeled Commercial Building on Elk River Near Coonskin Park
*Thu. March 9th – Barboursville – Shopping Center on US-60 with Outstanding Revenue Stream
*Tue. March 14th – Charleston – Turn-Key Commercial Building in Charleston Selling to the Highest Bidder
*Thu. March 16th – Danville – Multi-Use Commercial Building on Main Throughfare in Danville
*Tue. April 4th – Elkview – Spacious 3 Bedroom on Nearly 2 Acres
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THE SUTHERLAND
HOUSE OF THEWEEK

2 STORY
HOMEThe Spruce (2133sq. ft.) features 3 bedrooms,.

2.5 baths, office/flex space, and a 2-car garage.
The open and inviting floorplan
space w/high ceilings offers an
abundance of natural light, a grand
dining room, family room!
Office/Flex room located right off
the 2-story foyer! The primary suite
located on the main level holds a
large walk-in closet, a water closet,
and double vanities. Make
entertaining a breeze with a
gourmet kitchen that flows into a
spacious great room showcasing
vaulted ceilings! The powder room,
mudroom & utility room finish off
the first floor. The second floor
carries 2 additional generous
bedrooms, a loft, a full bath, and a
large storage area. Opt. for more
natural lighting by adding rails to
create a catwalk view into the main
living area!

4 BEDROOMS
3.5 BATHROOMS
2975SQ.FT.
SINGLE FAMILY HOME
OPEN FIRST FLOOR

FORMAL DINING ROOM
OFFICE SPACE
LARGE OWNER’S SUITE WITH TWO
SPACIOUSWALK-IN CLOSETS

THE SUTHERLAND For more infoscan here
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