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A fresh glass of water can
be just the thing to quench
your thirst on a hot summer
day. But sometimes water
can become contaminated
and adversely affect public
health.
According to the Water

Quality Association, some
common waterborne con-
taminants include aluminum,
ammonia, copper, lead, mer-
cury, and uranium. The
WQA notes that, while peo-
ple can become very sick
from contaminated water,
many people never recog-
nize their water is contami-
nated until members of their
community begin to get
sick. Some people suffer
from acute effects of con-
taminated water that appear
within hours of consuming a
contaminant. In such in-
stances, the WQA notes that
the human body can often
fight off the contaminants in
a similar way that it fights
off germs and the person
won’t have any permanent
side effects. However, people
with weakened immune sys-
tems may become seriously
or gravely ill after such ex-

posure. Chronic effects,
which include cancer, liver
or kidney problems, or re-
productive difficulties, result
after the consumption of
contaminated water over a
period of many years.
The WQA notes that a hu-

man’s senses are his or her
first diagnostic tool in re-
gard to detecting contami-
nated water. Though con-
taminated water is not al-
ways detectable to human
senses, the following are
some signs that may indi-
cate a water supply is con-
taminated.

Discoloration
The WQA notes that wa-

ter that is red, orange, yel-
low, brown, or cloudy may
indicate the presence of
iron, rust or other contami-
nants in household plumb-
ing. Tannins from decaying
vegetation and leaves also
can contribute to discolored
water that appears yellow or
has a brownish hue.

Foul smell and taste
Water that smells or tastes

like a rotten egg or sulfur
may indicate the presence of

hydrogen sulfide, which may
be a byproduct of a certain
type of bacteria present in
the water. Bacteria can grow
in drains, water heaters,
wells, or on the inside of
pipes, so a professional in-
spection may be necessary.
Decaying organic matter

in plumbing or the water
source can give water a
musty, earthy taste.
The WQA notes that chlo-

rine is used to disinfect wa-
ter to make it safe during
the treatment process. How-
ever, the smell and taste of
chlorine may indicate the
water is unsafe to consume.

Staining
Blue-green water or blue-

green stains are likely indic-
ative of the corrosion of
copper within household
plumbing. Other stains may
be yellow, tan, brown, black,
orange, or red, and these
stains may indicate the pres-
ence of other metals in the
water. Water treatment pro-
viders can help address this
issue, which can make wa-
ter unhealthy to consume
and also adversely affect
plumbing fixtures.

Signs water may be contaminated
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Auctioneer: Stacy L. Cooper #1517

Real Estate Auction
Auction for the Estate of Linda Mullins

*** OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY
August 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30 2-4PM ***

LOOK BEFORE YOU BUY

Monday, August 31, 2020 @ 6:00pm
816 Churchill Drive,

Charleston, WV 25314

Directions: From I-64 Oakwood Drive Exit 58A take Corridor G/
Rt.119 South 1/2 mile to right on Cantley Drive to right on Wilkie Drive to

left on Churchill Drive. #816 on right. Watch for signs.

Auction Gallery: 304-548-4056
Cell: 304-542-5735

*** 3BR/2 1/2 BA Residence on large
South Hills lot ***

3BR/2 1/2 BA modified Cape Cod 1 1/2 story home with
updates. Features large patio & off-street parking in a
well-established South Hills residential neighborhood.

This property is a must see.
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