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Steps for hanging holiday lights outdoors
It begins to look a lot like
Christmas when twinkling
lights brighten up homes inside and out. Few things liven
up the season more than holiday decorations, particularly
clear and colored lights.
Prior to taking out the lights,
ladder and thermos of coffee
to get you through the job, it’s
important to note that there
are right and wrong ways to
hang holiday lights.

• Test the lights first. Plug in the
lights to be sure all strands are
operational.

see how things will look.
• Measure the area. Use a measuring tape to roughly measure
the width and height of eaves
or other areas of the home
where you plan to hang light

• Exercise extreme caution. Accidents can happen when stringing
lights. While many professionals
use harnesses, homeowners are
not always so cautious. Utilize a
spotter to hold the ladder and
make sure things are safe. Never
set foot on a wet or icy roof. Do
not attempt to string lights in inclement weather.

• Begin where the lights will be
plugged in. Start where the lights
will be plugged in and then work • Know the wattage. Each outlet
your way around the house.
can generally hold about 17 amps
or 1,870 watts if the lights are not
·• Add to shrubs and trees. Lights sharing a circuit with another
also can adorn shrubs and trees. outlet, says Parrish. Plan accordLowes Home Improvement says ingly to ensure you have enough
a good rule of thumb is 100 lights power to handle your lights.
for every 11/2-feet of tree or
shrub to cover. A 6-foot ever• Use plastic clips. Plastic light
green needs at least 400 lights
clips hang strands along eaves
for a basic level of lighting.
and gables. They’re specially de-

signed for hanging lights over the
gutters. Some slip under the edges of roof shingles. Lights can be
hung without staples or nails,
which can damage exterior surfaces. Plastic zip-ties or deck
clips also can attach lights along
a handrail.
• Use only outdoor extension
cords. Be sure the extension
cords you use are designed specifically for outdoor use.
·• Use a timer. Timers can make
sure the lights turn on and off
even if homeowners forget.
Once lights have been safely
strung, sit back and enjoy the
splendor of a well-decorated
house.
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• Sketch out your plan. Start by
taking a few photos of your
home from various vantage
points. Print out the photos on
regular paper so that you can
draw your lighting arrangement and decoration placement right on the photos to

strands. Calculate how much
overall footage you will need so
you can purchase all of the
lights in one shopping trip.
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BRECK GARDEN
APARTMENTS

5270 Dewitt Road
Cross Lanes, WV 25313

304-776-2735

1 & 2 Bedroom Available
3 Miles from Nitro Market Place
All Utilities Paid Except Electric.
KRT Busline

Housing Certificates Welcome
Monday-Friday 9am-3pm
TDD 1-800-982-8711
This Institution is an
Equal Housing Opportunity
Provider and Employer

STRICKLEN PROPERTIES

304-768-5848

www.stricklenpropertiesllc.com
South Charleston, Updated, 2 bedroom, 1 1/2
bath townhouse, granite, central air, hook-ups,
deck..........................................................$650.00
Charleston, Modern, 2nd ﬂoor, 1 bedroom
apartment, kitchen furnished, central air,
hook-ups..................................................$425.00
Cross Lanes, Updated, 1st ﬂoor, 1 bedroom
apartment, kitchen furnished, new
ﬂooring, hook-ups ...................................$425.00
ONE YEAR LEASES. DEPOSIT. NO PETS.
PROMPT MAINTENANCE
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