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To feel better about foregoing va-
cations for the rest of my life to pay
for newmachinery, I talkedwith
Kellie Lindenmoyer, furnace prod-
uct manager forAmerican Stan-
dard Heating &Air Conditioning,
who cooled me off, and answered
these homeowner-related ques-
tions:

How often do HVAC
systems need replacing?

Typically, systems last 15 to 20
years, especially if serviced regular-
ly. Howoften you use the system
has an impact. For instance, a sys-
tem in avacation home that you use
three months of the yearwon’t need
replacing as often.

How do you know whether
to repair or replace?

If your system is in that 15-to-20-
year range and has recurring issues,
it’s probably time. Talk to a service
pro about your options. Replacing
will cost more, butwill be better
long term because youwill save on
repairs, and might also see lower
energybills.

Some use the $5,000 rule. Multi-
ply the age of your unit in years (say
18) byyour estimated repair cost
($300). If your total is more than
$5,000 (our example comes to
$5,400), then consider replacing
your system.

How much can a homeowner
expect to pay for a new system?

Depending on the equipment
andwhere you live, estimates for a
residential system, including in-

stallation, range from $4,600 to
$14,000.

When you do spring for a
new unit ($$$ ouch!), what
benefits can you expect?

• Peace of mind: If you replace
your system before it quitswork-
ing, youwon’twake up in February
freezing because your system
broke in the night, norwill you
sweat outwaiting for a service call
inAugust.

• Lower energybills: Thanks to
regulatory changes, today’s systems
are more energy efficient. How
muchyou save onyour energybill
will depend onyourhome’s insula-
tion, your usage, and howmany
more “SEERS” yournewsystem
has. The higher the SEER (Seasonal
EnergyEfficiencyRatio), the greater
the savings (and the more expen-

sive the unit).
Most states have a minimum

SEER. In Florida today, the mini-
mum SEER allowed is 14.

• Cleaner indoor air: Compared
to older systems, today’s systems do
a better job removing allergens and
pet fur from the air. Some systems
clean air better than others, so if
you have pets, allergies or asthma,
ask your dealer about indoor air
quality.

• Better resale value:AnewHVAC
systemwill also helpwhenyou
want to sell your home. Having a
newsystem is one less item a buyer
can ding you for.

What’s up with the
discontinued refrigerant?

Newer systems are also more en-
vironmentally friendly. Last year,
the Environmental Protection
Agencybanned the refrigerant

known as R-22 or Freon from being
made in the United States or im-
ported because of its harmful im-
pact on the ozone layer.

Units more than 10years old use
R-22. Newerunits use a refrigerant
called R-410A.As R-22 becomes
scarcer, itwill get more expensive.
To seewhich oneyour system uses,
check the label on the compressor.
If it says R-22 (orHCFC–22), and it’s
runningwell, leave it.

But if the system is leaking or
breaking, you probably should get a
newone.Yes, it hurts.

Marni Jameson is the author of six
home and lifestyle books, including
“Downsizing the Family Home –What
to Save,What to Let Go” and
“Downsizing the BlendedHome –
When TwoHouseholds BecomeOne,”
and coming in June, “What to DoWith
Everything YouOwn to Leave the
Legacy YouWant.” Reach her atwww.
marnĳameson.com.
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5270 Dewitt Road
Cross Lanes, WV 25313

304-776-2735

BRECK GARDEN
APARTMENTS

3 Miles from Nitro Market Place
All Utilities Paid Except Electric.

KRT Busline

Housing Certificates Welcome
Monday-Friday 9am-3pm

TDD 1-800-982-8711
This Institution is an

Equal Housing Opportunity
Provider and Employer

1 & 2 Bedroom Available

twitter.com/CGMRealEstate
facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate

ONE YEAR LEASES. DEPOSIT. NO PETS.
PROMPT MAINTENANCE

STRICKLEN PROPERTIES
304-768-5848

www.stricklenpropertiesllc.com

HD
-44
74
71

St. Albans, Completely updated 2 bedroom,1 1/2
bath townhouse, new appliances, new granite, new
laminate flooring.............................................. $575

South Charleston, Clean and modern 1 bedroom
apartment, kitchen furnished, close to Thomas
Hospital ............................................................ $450
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