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Home improvement projects
can help homeowners transform
their homes. Such projects are
costly, butmanyhomeowners save
money by doing some, if not all, of
thework themselves.

The Electrical SafetyFoundation
International, a nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to promoting
electrical safety, recommends that
homeowners leave electricalwork
to the professionals. Licensed
electricians are well-trained,
whereas homeowners may not be
skilled enough to avoid accidents
or injuries, which can prove fatal
whenworkingwith electricity.

Homeowners who take the do-
it-yourself route with electrical

work should consider these safety
tips, courtesy of the ESFI, before
beginning a home electrical proj-
ect.

• Learn your home electrical sys-
tem. Home electrical systemsmay
include power lines, electric me-
ters, service panels, subpanels,
wiring, and more. These systems
are complex, and homeowners
who intend to do someDIYelectri-
calwork should familiarize them-
selves with their home electrical
systems prior to beginning any
work. The ESFI notes that knowl-
edge of their home electrical sys-
tems can help homeowners more
safely navigate them and make
maintenance easier.

• Honestly assess your skills. An
honest assessment of skills is ab-
solutely necessary prior to work-
ing on an electrical system. Ac-
cording to the National Safety
Council, injuries relating to elec-
trical incidents typically fall into
one of four categories: electrical
shock, electrocution, falls, and
burns. Each of these injuries is
significant. For example, electric
shock, which occurs when electri-
cal current passes over or through
a person’s body, involves burns,
abnormal heart rhythm and un-
consciousness. Given the potential
for serious injury, the ESFI urges
homeowners to make an honest
assessment of their skills before
they begin working on their
home’s electrical systems. Little or

no experience working with elec-
trical systems should be consid-
ered a significant hurdle to any
DIYproject.

• Turn the power off. It’s essential
that the power to the circuit that
will be worked on be turned off
prior to starting anywork.This can
be accomplished by switching off
the circuit breaker in the main
service panel. Similarly, when
working on appliances or lamps,
make sure the products are un-
plugged prior toworking on them.

• Do not touch plumbing or gas
pipes when doing electrical work.
The experts at the Indiana Electric
Cooperative note that the risk for
electrocution is significant when

water comes in contact with elec-
tricity. It’s imperative that home-
ownersdonot touchplumbingand
gas pipes when performing a DIY
electrical project. Professionals
know how to work around such
pipes while minimizing their risk
for electric shock or worse, and
homeowners must familiarize
themselves with the techniques
professionals rely on to stay safe if
they intend to begin DIY electrical
projects.
Homeowners are best served by

leaving electrical work to the pro-
fessionals. However, those who
insist on doing such work them-
selves should do their homework
and get to know their systems and
safety protocols.

Safety first with DIY electrical work

Brenda Bradley

1516 Loudon Heights Rd, Charleston
$234,000

Charming older home loaded with character. Main
floor living with two master suites, built-in china cabi-
net, window seat in bedroom, 4th bedroom on main
floor is plumbed for utility. Large and spacious family
room with built-in storage, wet bar and so much more.
Very private and large patio on lower level and deck
just off dining room on the upper. Come see this 5
bedroom 3 1/2 bath, over 3400 square feet home.
Also comes with whole-house generac.
DIRECTIONS: South Side Bridge to 1516 Louden Heights
Road. Past Holz Elementary.
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