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space at all. Nowwe have a pool.
We’re barbecuing and love just
being in the yard,” Kristina Dove
said. “My heart has really
changed. I no longer have the
stress of walking outside and
worrying about who is around
the corner.”

McLaughlin, a top BayArea re-
altor and author of “Real Estate
Rescue: HowAmerica Leaves Bil-
lions Behind in Residential Real
Estate and How to Maximize
Your Home’s Value” (Mango Me-
dia, April 2020), says the Doves
have plenty of company.

“Because of COVID, many
adults had an opportunity to live
somewhere else and work,” Mc-
Laughlin said.

Many formerly office-based
workers who temporarily moved

out of cities during the pandemic
found they liked where theywent
better than where theywere, so
they made the decision to pivot.

Many companies are accom-
modating the change long term.
Once the pandemic lifts, for in-
stance, Twitter is letting workers
choose whether theywant to
work in the office, from home or
a combination. Kristina says
she’ll likely opt for the hybrid
plan.

“Because we can take our lap-
tops anywhere,” McLaughlin
said, “that lets us work and live
in places we never dreamed of. If
people can still earn what they
did in the city, and enjoy some
breathing room, they are not go-
ing back.”

Before they do, she said, “Cit-
ies will have to be clean and safe
and beautiful for people to want
to return or theywill remain
blighted.”

If the pandemic has a silver
lining, McLaughlin added, it’s
that it made people try some-
thing different, and many, like
the Doves, found another way of
life that worked better.

Nationwide, the housing mar-
ket is hot, as the pandemic has
driven home buyers to make
permanent changes. Here’s what
McLaughlin said buyers in this
market want:

• Indoor-outdoor living. “If
they are going to move out of the
city, theywant to touch the
ground,” McLaughlin said. “They
want yards, not elevated living,
not decks or balconies. They
want a place where they can en-
tertain outside and enjoy out-
door recreation and feel safe.
Swimming pools are huge.”

• Room for exercise. Having a
yoga studio or Peloton room is a
big selling feature. When gyms
closed, then reopened with only

limited capacity, people began
creating places in their homes to
help them feel healthy.

• Walking trails. Homeowners
want to walk outside with their
dogs and be on a walking trail.
They don’t want to have to drive
to a dog park.

• Safer neighborhoods. “People
can deal with a year of not going
to restaurants or bars, but not
with also having homes or cars
broken into or homeless people
living on their street,” she said.

• Workspace. Even if it doesn’t
have a dedicated home office, ev-
ery home must have a place to
work, preferably one with a view.

• Outbuildings. Since the pan-
demic, guest houses are more
desirable. Accessible dwelling
units have been on the rise.
Whether for boomerang kids or
in-laws, they allow families to be
close without living together.

• Simple technology. Home

buyers want easy technology.
They don’t want a remote to turn
on their fireplaces. They don’t
want crazy lighting systems.
Theywant great internet, solid
cell service and performance
right away.

• No fixers. Buyers don’t want
houses that need a lot of work.
“Buyers want turnkey. They don’t
have the bandwidth to remodel,”
she said. “Theywant to buy a
house where they can move in
and feel good right away.”

Marni Jameson is the author of
six home and lifestyle books, in-
cluding “Downsizing the Family
Home – What to Save, What to Let
Go” and “Downsizing the Blended
Home – When Two Households
Become One,” and, coming in
June, “What to Do With Every-
thing You Own to Leave the Lega-
cy You Want.” Reach her at www.
marnijameson.com.
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Open Houses Sunday, April 11, 2021

Don Stover

2702 Deseret Drive, Charleston
$334,500

Upscale Area 5 minutes from Charleston. Beautiful
1-story home, totally upgraded throughout, new custom
kitchen with granite countertops, new hardwood floors,
quality custom doors, and hardwoods throughout. 4
bedrooms, 3 fully upgraded new baths, lavish master
bedroom suite with jacuzzi tub and sep shower. Over
3,300 sq ft of new upgraded quality abound in this fine
home. Over 1 acre professionally landscaped. Over-
sized 2 car garage and extra parking.

304-546-8941

2:00-4:00 PM

Scott Jones

137 Wildwood Drive, Elkview
$225,000

Beautiful 2-story home with 5 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, & an
attached 2-car garage located in Elkview at Wildwood
Acres. Too many updates to list but like new inside & out.
Carpet, paint, solid-surface countertops, roof, siding,
laminate flooring, exterior stone, & more make up this
beautiful home.
DIRECTIONS: I-79 North to the Big Chimney exit. Turn R
to the 4-way stop. Turn L onto Route 119 to L onto Wild-
wood Dr. Go to top of hill, last house on the left.

304-415-4275

2:00-4:00 PM

Rich Kline

33 9th Ave, So Charleston
$187,000

Motivated Seller! Move in Ready! Immaculate 2 Story
frame with vinyl siding. 4 BR, 1-1/2 BA, 3 walk-in clos-
ets, gleaming hardwood floors throughout. Appliance
filled kitchen, washer/dryer, porch, detached garage,
mostly fenced yard & partial basement. Convenient to
all amenities and interstate. Not a drive by!

DIRECTIONS: Maccorkle Ave to F St. Make left at the stop
sign. House is on the right.

(304) 932-7488

2:00-4:00 PM
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