
REAL ESTATE SUNDAY, SUNDAY, JULY 4, 2021 5H

Few summertime holidays
elicit asmuch excitement as the
Fourth of July, also known as In-
dependence Day in the United
States.

Each year, family, friends and
revelers anticipate the arrival of
the holiday so they can host bar-
becues, enjoy the sun, listen to
their favorite summertime tunes,
and commemorate the freedoms
afforded by themonumental
events that led to the holiday’s es-
tablishment.

Independence Daybecame a
federal holiday in 1941, but July
4th has stood as the birth of
American independence for
much longer. July 4thmarks a
pivotalmoment in theAmerican

Revolution.According to PBS, the
colonieswere forced to pay taxes
to England’s King George III de-
spite having no representation in
the British Parliament. “Taxation
without representation” became

a battle cry andwas one of several
grievances colonists hadwith
Great Britain.

Conflict between the colonies
had been going on for at least a
year before the colonies convened
a Continental Congress in Phila-
delphia in June of 1776, saysMili-
tary.com. On July 2, 1776, the Con-
tinental Congress voted in favor
of independence fromEngland.
Two days later, on July 4, 1776, del-
egates from the 13 colonies adopt-
ed the Declaration of Indepen-
dence.

The Declaration of Indepen-
dence is an historic document
drafted byThomas Jefferson. Jef-
fersonwas considered the stron-
gest andmost eloquentwriter of

the declarationwriting commit-
tee chargedwith putting the colo-
nies’ sentiments intowords.

RichardHenry Lee ofVirginia
was one of the first people to
present a resolution forAmerican
independence, and his commen-
tarywas the impetus for the for-
mal Declaration of Independence.
A total of 86 changesweremade
to Jefferson’s original draft until
the final versionwas adopted. The
signing of the document helped
to solidify independence, and
eventually lead to the formation
of the United States ofAmerica.

A total of 56 delegates signed
the document. Although John
Hancock’s signature is the largest,
it did not holdmoreweight than

the other signatures. Rather, ru-
mor has it, Hancock signed it so
large so that the “fat, old King
could read itwithout his specta-
cles.”

However, the NationalAr-
chives says itwas also customary
that, since Hancockwas the pres-
ident of the Continental Congress,
he be the first person to sign the
document centered below the
text.

The Pennsylvania Evening
Postwas the first newspaper to
print the Declaration of Indepen-
dence on July 6, 1776. The first
public readings of the Declara-
tionwere held in Philadelphia’s
Independence Square on July 8,
1776.

The history of America’s Independence Day
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ONE-YEAR LEASES. DEPOSITS. NO PETS
PROMPT MAINTENANCE

South Charleston, Modern, 1 bedroom
apartment, kitchen furnished, central air, hook-
ups, deck, close to Thomas Hospital ..............$550

South Charleston, Updated, 2 bedroom, 2 1/2
bath townhouse, new granite, new laminate
wood flooring, new lighting, central air, hook-
ups, deck, close to Thomas Hospital..............$800

St. Albans, Modern 2 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath
townhouse, kitchen furnished, central air,
hook-ups, deck.............................................................$550
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304-768-5848

5270 Dewitt Road
Cross Lanes, WV 25313

304-776-2735

BRECK GARDEN
APARTMENTS

3 Miles from Nitro Market Place
All Utilities Paid Except Electric.

KRT Busline

Housing Certificates Welcome
Monday-Friday 9am-3pm

TDD 1-800-982-8711
This Institution is an

Equal Housing Opportunity
Provider and Employer

1 & 2 Bedroom Available
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twitter.com/CGMRealEstate
facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate
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