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HE OCCASION for the 
dinner party was simple 
enough. Our friend, 
Hakan Zor, a rug mer-

chant from Turkey, was visiting. 
However, the implications were 
more momentous.

“We aren’t in the market for 
more rugs, but we’d love to see 
you,” I wrote in response to the 
text Hakan sent letting me know 
he was in town. I was so relieved 
to hear from him.

Like so many businesses, his 
had suffered during the pandem-
ic. The cruise ships on which his 
rug shop in Turkey relies were 
grounded, and so was he. He 
could not travel to the States to 
see clients, the basis of the rest of 
his business.

“I’ll invite some friends,” I said, 
as if that were normal.

A few nights later, seven of us 
— two couples from the neigh-
borhood, my husband and I and 
Hakan — were sitting around my 
dining room table, eating and 
talking and laughing. I noticed a 
foreign feeling in my chest, one I 
hadn’t felt for some time: Joy.

After 15 months of hibernation, 
going out only when necessary 
armed with a face mask and hand 
sanitizer, steering clear of hu-
manity, perpetually accompanied 
by dark feelings of foreboding, 
hosting a dinner party felt insane-
ly brazen.

And I did it with impunity.
We were all fully vaccinated, 

relieved and ready to put this era 
behind us. We were also grateful 
for what up until 15 months ago 
we had taken for granted: the 
simple act of gathering.

“This period reminds us that 
creating art, being together, en-
gaging in ritual, is something that 
humans will always need to do,” 
said historian Keith Johnston, of 

Canada, in a recent radio inter-
view that rang true to me. “We do 
well when we figure out ways to 
do that well.”

Johnston was comparing the 

recent pandemic to one that 
swept through Naples, Italy, in 
1656. “Neapolitans lost their con-
nection to social life and civic tra-
ditions.”

But, after the shared experi-
ence of the pandemic, the town 
celebrated with a 10-day festival. 
“Art played an important role in 
the lives of Neapolitans during 
this period, not just for its aes-
thetics but also for its believed ca-
pacity to heal people.”

Heal indeed. Perhaps that’s 
why an impromptu dinner party 
with an ancient art form as inspi-
ration felt so on point, as exactly 
the way to put a period at the end 
of the pandemic.

As I took in the table and those 

around me, the candles glowed 
more magically. The crystal had 
more sparkle. My friends felt 
dearer. Of course, the fact that we 
were also talking about art, in this 
case, area rugs, as home décor 
brought the evening to the peak of 
perfection in my mind. (My hus-
band, D.C., might disagree on that 
point.)

D.C. poured wine. We raised 

our goblets and took turns toast-
ing:

“To friends.”
“To health.”
“To freedom.”
“To living.”
“To joy.”
After dinner, Hakan, who al-

ways brings a van full of rugs he’s 

Dinner party marks the end of an era, 
helps put pandemic in the past
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