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Drawn to the table — “Stop wasting time waiting for the perfect family, house 
or table, and start opening your home, cooking for friends and building your 
tribe one gathering at a time,” says author Abby Turner. Photo courtesy of Molly 
Anne Sandefur/The Living Table.

like you. Find ones who share an in-
terest, like a love of sports, or muse-
ums, that’s enough.

Marni: Talk to me about the table, 
and why it’s such an elemental part 
of our homes.

Abby: The pandemic has made us 
especially aware that we are not de-
signed to do life alone. We realized 
more than ever that something so 
powerful happens when we sit at the 
table with others. It’s where we con-
nect and share our brokenness and 
vulnerabilities. Bringing people into 
your mess is life, and the table is 
central to that journey. It doesn’t 
matter whether you eat in the dining 
room or picnic on the lawn. The 
power is in coming together and 
connecting.

Marni: What are some of your fa-

vorite hosting tricks?
Abby: One of my go-to tabletop 

tips is my all-occasion centerpiece. 
Get a wooden flower box, the kind 
people hang outside windows. Fill it 
with a faux boxwood garland or 
moss, to create a base with structure. 
Then top it off with small pumpkins 
in the fall, crayons for back to school, 
Easter eggs in spring.

Another go-to is the wooden 
board. If you see a charcuterie board 
on sale, buy it. If it has a lip, buy it, 
even if it’s not on sale. They are so 
versatile. I use them for serving ev-
erything from breakfast items to 
desserts. They make anything you 
serve look so cute. I have 25 to 30 
charcuterie boards that would rival 
anyone’s collection.

Marni: Besides concerns about 
making their homes party perfect, 
what else prevents people from open-
ing their doors?

Abby: The worry that nobody will 

come. I used to worry about that, too. 
Now I say, are you kidding? Here’s 
the shocker: People want to connect. 
They want to be invited.

Marni: What do you wish more 
people knew?

Abby: That you don’t have to be 
Martha Stewart or Rachael Ray to do 
this. Lean on your grocery stores. 
They have so many prepared items 
ready to go. Don’t spend a lot of time 
in the kitchen. And don’t worry if 
your plates don’t match. When ev-
erything is matching, you risk giving 
the impression of perfection. If 
someone asks me for a coaster, I 
have done too nice a job.

Marni Jameson is the author of six 
home and lifestyle books, including 
“Downsizing the Family Home – 
What to Save, What to Let Go,” and 
“Downsizing the Blended Home – 
When Two Households Become One.” 
She can be contacted at www.marni-
jameson.com.

MARNI
FROM PAGE 2H


�	������ �	���	���


304-768-5848

ONE-YEAR LEASES. DEPOSITS. NO PETS
PROMPT MAINTENANCE

South Charleston, Modern 1 bedroom
apartment, central air, hook-ups, deck,
close to Thomas Hospital and Corridor G
...................................................................................$550

Kanawha City, Modern 2 bedroom,
apartment, central air, hook-ups, close to
Memorial Hospital, great neighborhood
..................................................................................$600
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AVAILABLE AUGUST 1ST

5270 Dewitt Road
Cross Lanes, WV 25313

304-776-2735

BRECK GARDEN
APARTMENTS

3 Miles from Nitro Market Place
All Utilities Paid Except Electric.

KRT Busline

Housing Certificates Welcome
Monday-Friday 9am-3pm

TDD 1-800-982-8711

This Institution is an
Equal Housing Opportunity

Provider and Employer

1 & 2 Bedroom Available
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twitter.com/CGMRealEstate

facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate

Looking to

your apartment?
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304.348.4852
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