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The global pandemic reignit-
ed people’s passions for home
renovations, as they directed dol-
lars that would normally have
been spent elsewhere into the
places where they were now
spending the most time - their
homes. According to the 10th an-
nual Houzz & Home survey of
more than 70,000 respondents in
the United States, higher-budget
projects cost around $85,000 or
more in 2020, compared with
$80,000 in the two years prior.
Kitchen projects were the most
popular among renovating
homeowners.

Even though many
COVID-19-related restrictions
have lifted and life has largely re-

turned to regular programming,
renovations remain a popular in-
vestment. Homeowners embark-
ing on home renovation projects
understand that a certain mea-
sure of upheaval is to be expect-
ed, but some may not fully antici-
pate the impact that renovations
have on daily life. The following
are some tips for making it
through a lengthy renovation.

• Discuss the timeline with con-
tractors. It may be easier to make
a plan for how much life will be
disrupted if you have an idea of
how long the renovation will be
(if everything goes according to
plan). Sit down with contractors
and have them spell out the mi-

nutiae of the project so you’ll be
able to anticipate what’s going on
day-to-day.
• Start at the right time. Some
contractors may say they can fit
your project into their schedules
in between other jobs. While this
may seem convenient and timely,
your work may be put on hold if
there are delays with the other
job or jobs. Instead, it may be bet-
ter to hold off until the contrac-
tors can devote the bulk of their
attention to your renovation.
• Recreate commonly used spaces
elsewhere. A kitchen or a bath-
room remodel often requires
giving up spaces that are used
throughout a typical day. Unless
you have a spare full bathroom

or kitchen, you’ll need to make
due. Set a microwave, tabletop
electric burner and a coffee pot
on a folding table in the garage or
utility room. Rent or purchase a
small refrigerator where you can
store a few necessities. Ask your
contractor to set up a makeshift
outdoor shower so you have a
place to get clean when the bath-
room is under construction.
• Pack up and cover. Remodeling
one room may cause a trickle
down effect on other areas. Dust
from drywall sanding can infil-
trate many rooms in the home.
Pack and label boxes with items
not immediately needed and
store them in another area. Cover
most things so a film of dust

won’t form on them.
• Adjust your schedule. Sleeping
in will be a thing of the past for
the duration of the renovation, as
may be working from a home of-
fice. Try to get out of the work
zone as much as possible for new
scenery and respites from the
noises and smells.
• Ease up on cleaning standards.
It’s challenging to keep a home
clean during a renovation. Relax
standards and expect a mess for
some time. Explain to guests
what they’ll find if they drop by.

Renovations can disrupt life,
but often are well worth the
sacrifices homeowners must
make to see them through to
completion.

How to handle a lengthy renovation
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ONE-YEAR LEASES. DEPOSITS.
PROMPT MAINTENANCE. NO PETS.

South Charleston, Updated 2
bedroom, 1 ½ bath townhouse,
kitchen with granite, central air,
hook-ups, off street assigned
parking...............................................$700

STRICKLEN PROPERTIES
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Looking to

your apartment?
TO ADVERTISE ON THIS

PAGE 304.348.4852
twitter.com/CGMRealEstate

facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate

100 Washington Street East
Charleston, WV

Must be elderly or disabled.
Rent based on
30% of annual

household income.
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