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do a better job removing aller-
gens and pet fur from the air.
Some systems clean air better
than others, so if you have pets,
allergies or asthma, ask your
dealer about indoor air quality.

• Better resale value:Anew
HVAC system will also help when
you want to sell your home. Hav-
ing a new system is one less item
a buyer can ding you for.

What’s up with the discontin-
ued refrigerant?

Newer systems are also more
environmentally friendly. Last
year, the Environmental Protec-
tionAgency banned the refriger-
ant known as R-22 or Freon from
being made in the United States
or imported because of its harm-

ful impact on the ozone layer.
Units more than 10 years old

use R-22. Newer units use a re-
frigerant called R-410A.As R-22
becomes scarcer, it will get more
expensive. To see which one your
system uses, check the label on
the compressor. If it says R-22 (or
HCFC–22), and it’s running well,
leave it.

But if the system is leaking or
breaking, you probably should
get a new one.Yes, it hurts.

Marni Jameson is the author of
six home and lifestyle books, includ-
ing “Downsizing the Family Home –
What to Save, What to Let Go” and
“Downsizing the Blended Home –
When Two Households Become
One,” and coming in June, “What to
Do With Everything You Own to
Leave the Legacy You Want.” Reach
her at www.marnijameson.com.
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Cool comes at a price The average home needs a new HVAC system every 15 to 20 years. Yes, it’s expensive, but homeowners benefit
from energy savings and peace of mind. Photo courtesy of American Standard.

Open Houses Sunday, February 12, 2023

Christy Goad

601 Steeplechase Dr., Hurricane
$415,000

Beautiful Home! Spacious 6 BR, 3 BA & ½ BA, located on
corner lot with fenced backyard & newly finished back
deck. Updated kitchen with extra custom built cabinets.
New carpet & hardwoods throughout. Fully finished
basement with kitchenette & movie room with projector.
Whole house generator and much more!
DIRECTIONS: I-64 West to Exit 39, left onto Rt. 34, right on
Cow Creek, left on McClung, left onto Steeplechase,
first house on left.

(304) 767-4674

2:00-4:00 PM
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twitter.com/CGMRealEstate
facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate

304.348.4852 • realestate@hdmediallc.com
www.WannaGoHome.com
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