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“Home is a box you keep your
life in — people and pets and
plants and history and dreams. A
biosphere, a sanctuary, your
place, your space. … Your private
address in a crowded universe.
The place you belong.”

So opens the latest issue of
Ideas of Order, a magazine I just
discovered, that California Clos-
ets publishes once a year. Read-
ing it, I felt my knees get wobbly,
and not just because I’m still ac-
tively mending a broken kneecap.
(Do not step over your lazy dog
while walking barefoot on a slip-
pery, wet floor.)

I crushed on this magazine be-
cause it marries two of my obses-
sions: good writing and good liv-
ing.

Following that introductory es-
say are also smartly written pro-
files of stylishly outfitted homes
and those who live in and love
them. The magazine closes with a
three-paragraph essay titled
“Love Story,” by Sarah Rutledge,
who has a hard rule against dogs
in bed. That decree gets toppled
by Molly, a Doodle, who wriggles
her way in, right where she be-
longs.

After that read, I am pretty
much done for the day. However, I
do some investigating and get un-
der the cover of this curious maga-
zine.

Editor Carrie Tuhy has worked
for 30 years in magazine jour-
nalism, holding various editing
roles for such publications as
Real Simple, Life, Money, and
InStyle. (At this revelation, I di-
gress and harness her fashion
acumen to help me assemble an
outfit for a concert I am going to
that night.)

In developing content for Ideas
of Order, Tuhy tapped her stable
of top writers, who also write for
People and The New Yorker.

“So, the good writing isn’t an

accident,” I say.
“Oh no,” she says, “I am very

particular.”
She’s also particular about liv-

ing a well-edited life, as the pub-
lication conveys. As usual, I had
questions.

Marni: Why is a company
known for closet design produc-
ing a magazine of this caliber that
isn’t about closets?

Carrie: Organizing is simply
the subtext. The magazine’s nar-
rative drive is not how to do your
home right, but rather how to do

you right. When California Clos-
ets came on the scene nearly 30
years ago, the idea was if you
could organize your closet, you
were halfway there. Now every
room in the house has organizing
systems including the garage.
We’re helping consumers make
space for what matters.

Marni: How did your years at
Real Simple influence Ideas of
Order?

Carrie: When I took over as ed-
itor of Real Simple in 2001, the

magazine was just a few months
old. I had a vision. At the time, I
was a separated mother of two
girls, working full time, and I
thought, if someone could just
help me realize the mundane
things, I could make a difference.

I wanted to help women clear
the clutter and create a launch
pad for their passions, help them
live up to their talents, skills, and
what they believed in. That was

Former magazine editor reflects on Ideas of Order
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DIRECTIONS: From Greenbrier Street at State Capitol turn
onto Washington Street East then 0.2miles to right on Elizabeth

Street 300ft to left on Jackson. 1582 LOCATED ON RIGHT.
*** OPENHOUE SUNDAYApril 16, 23, 30,&May 7, 2023 2-4PM***

Monday, May 8, 2023 @ 5:00PM
1582 Jackson Street, Charleston, WV 25311

**5BR/1 1/2 BABrick Residence w/Finished Basement**
Traditional brick 2 story in Charleston’s East End –Oak floors under carpet, original

Arts &Crafts tile fireplace, enclosed sunporch& rear patio, rear courtyard, on-alley 2 car
garage,main floor bedroom, finished walkup attic and finished full basement.

Ready for your updates or full restoration–large home loaded with possibility & potential.
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Date: Wednesday, May 31, 2023
Time: 1:35 p.m.

Held at the front entrance of the
Roane County Courthouse

Good Rural Land
Fisher property – 285+/- acres,

1946 Stringtown Road, Looneyville,
Roane County, West Virginia

Smithfield Tax District
Map 15 / 27 & 28

Map 20 / 6, 7, 17 & 19

Jay Goldman, Auctioneer #1291/Broker
304-343-5695
www.goldmanassociates.org
1014 Bridge Road, Charleston, WV 25314

REAL ESTATE AUCTION

Leah Chappell, Special Commissioner
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

ROANE COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
CASE NO. CC-44-2021-C-3

10% buyer’s premium applies
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