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the basis anyway. The realitywas
Iwasn’t living the Real Simple
life. I was still working crazy hard
and raising kids.
But the premise remains. After

I left Real Simple, I realized the
goalwas not to attain some ideal-
ized version of an organized life,
but to create the life thatworks
for you. Your idea of order is not
mine. I have been chasing that
ever since.

Marni: Since you began editing
magazines about organizing,
what are the biggest changes
you’ve seen in the field?

Carrie: The level of customiza-
tion has increased tremendously,
and there’s no end.We have also
witnessed a boom in the consum-

erization of organizing.We now
have an array of tools at various
price points for every space you
can think of.We have kitchen or-
ganizers, office organizers, and
even racks to hold our under-
wear. (Marni:We do?) Real Sim-
plewas part of that, sowas Cali-
fornia Closets aswell as the Con-
tainer Store.

Marni:What advances have
beenmade in home-organizing
systems and products?

Carrie:We’ve seenmany inno-
vations inmerchandise: laundry
basketwith dividers, so you can
separate clothes into lights and
darks, and don’t have to sort
them later; storage containers
that divide and protect your
Christmas ornaments. And, be-
cause organizing and saving
space are close cousins,we now

seemerchandise designed to use
less space, such as cups that
stack.We continue to seemore
furniture doing double duty by
providing storage, such as otto-
manswhere the top comes off
andwindow seatswith drawers.
The space-savingMurphy bed
has come a longway and is on the
rise, especially since COVID.

Marni:What do people today
typicallywant in a home organiz-
ing system?

Carrie: Flexibility. Because the
workplace is changing, andmany
of us are not going into the office,
ourwardrobes are changing.
They’re simpler. Lookwhat’s hap-
pened to our dry-cleaning bills.
(Marni: Silent cheer!) Tech guys
put an end to suits in favor of
jeans, sneakers, and hoodies. Cul-
ture shapes ourwardrobes, and

our closets should evolve, too.
Oh, andmore outlets. Consum-

erswant to plug in everywhere,
whether in the closet or at the
dining room table.

Marni: So,what is the secret to
living a beautiful, organized life?

Carrie:Organizing is not the
secret. Maintenance is. Living a
beautiful life requires an invest-
ment every day. As in every area
of success, you need consistency,
discipline, and commitment.
Don’t coast. Stay on top of it. That
prettymuchworks for every-
thing, doesn’t it?

Marni Jameson is the author of
six home and lifestyle books, in-
cluding “What to Do With Every-
thing You Own to Leave the Lega-
cy You Want,” “Downsizing the
Family Home – What to Save,
What to Let Go,” and “Downsizing

the Blended Home – When Two
Households Become One.” She can
be contacted at www.marni-
jameson.com.
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The cover of current issue of Ideas of Or-
der, a magazine published annually by Cal-
ifornia Closets.

78 Brookwood Blvd., Charleston
$90,000

Corner lot for sale by owner--one-half acre, flat lot,
cleared, ready to build. Located in Elk Forest Subdivision
which is across the highway from Shoals Elementary.

Elk Forest Subdivision

For More Information Call
304.549.0740
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Call 304-348-4852 with questions!

Only 4 spots each week!
EVERY SUNDAY

Cover spaces for the Charleston Gazette-Mail Real Estate
Section are filling up quickly, make sure to make your

reservations now
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facebook.com/GazetteMailRealEstate

5 Wild Acre Road,
Charleston

$1,050,000
$689,900

23 Norwood Road,
Charleston

18 Woodberry Way,

Winfield
$540,000

$279,900
1578 Kanawha Blvd E, Apt 1B

Charleston

Margo Teeter
304-419-1919

R. Joseph Miller, Brokeroldcolony.com

Beautiful 1 owner home in the heart of So Hills. Open floor plan w/first-

floor master ens
uite. Kitchen updated in 2015 w/ granite counters, 2 sinks,

warming drawer, & bar seating. Lo
wer level includ

es full bar w/ fridge
, ice

maker, & dishwasher! Co
vered back porch w/ built-in gas grill looking

toward a waterfall w/ a fire feature on both sides. Heated driveway to

an oversized two-car garage
finished w/ epoxy flooring & cabinets for

storage. Don’t m
iss this house &

all it offers!

Beautifully main
tained classic brick ho

me offering 4 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms,

2 half baths. Da
rin Fisher kitche

n with subzero f
ridge, double ov

ens, 5 burner

stove, and granite/marble counters. Custo
m-built bookshe

lves and bar

maker, and built-in wine fridge. Updated
hardwood floors, baths, w

indows,

and roof. Ample storage throughout the
house, including

a spacious

room and laundry/sto
rage room in the lower leve

l and floored att
ic storage.

Large yard, gre
at for entertainin

g located in the
middle of South

Hills.

This home is sit
uated between

I-64 & Rt. 35 on 4.58 A
C w/ additional lot

s being conveye
d

for over 7AC of beautiful woo
ded land! This s

pacious home c
omes with a 3-c

ar garage and

a fenced back yard. It’s large front porch and huge decking lends itself to many relaxing

hours of enjoyment. W
hen you enter the home you are immediately taken by how open

and airy the home is as well as the
huge great room with it soaring ceilings and majestic

views to the out
side.

Fabulous First F
loor Unit. Light,

airy with high ceilings and hardwood floors

bedrooms with w
alk-in closets an

d 2 full baths. Up
dated kitchen w

ith new appliances.

patio area for relaxing and entertaining, op
en to the beautiful park.

Convenient

hospitals and in
terstate.
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