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Private backyards are nowgo-
to spaces for recreation and enter-
tainment and great places to re-
charge the body andmind.

One ripple effect of the
COVID-19 pandemicwasmore
time spent outdoors, even if itwas
predominantly on one’s own prop-
erty. OnePoll, in conjunctionwith
the lawn care companyTruGreen,
surveyed 2,000American home-
owners and found participants
spent 14 hours outside everyweek
in 2021,whichwas three hours
more than prior to the pandemic.
In addition, respondents admitted
that time spent outdoorswas ther-
apeutic.

A separate survey conducted for
the International Casual Furnish-
ingsAssociation found that people
now spendmore time relaxing,
gardening, exercising, dining, and
entertaining outside than in years
past. Though COVID-19mayno lon-
ger dominate headlines, the desire
to enjoy outdoor spaces has not
waned.

While enjoying outdoor living
areas, homeowners can do all they
can tomake these spaces comfort-
able andwelcoming. The following
are some good starting points.

Get all lit up
Outdoor spaces can be enjoyed no
matter the hourwhen there is am-
ple lighting. That could bewhy the
International Casual Furnishings
Association reports thosewho plan
to renovate their outdoor spaces list
outdoor lighting as a priority. Out-
door lighting not only sheds light on
entertaining spaces, but alsomakes
spaces safer andmore secure.

Increase privacy
Nomatter how friendlyhomeown-
ers arewith their neighbors, there
comes a timewhen privacy is para-

mount. Fencing,whether it iswood
orvinyl, or even a natural fence
made from closely planted hedges,
can ensure residents feel comfort-
able venturing outdoors to swim,
take a cat nap or even star gaze in
private.

Address the elements
Homeowners should note the di-
rection their backyard faces and the
typical daily conditions of the
space. For example, a yard that fac-
es southwestmay get plenty of

strong sun during the day, requir-
ing the addition of shade trees, cov-
ered patios or arbors to cut down
on the glare and heat. If the yard is
often hit bywinds, trees or bushes
planted strategically aswindbreaks
can help.

Sit comfortably
High-quality comfortable seating
increases the liklihood that home-
ownerswill want to stay awhile in
their outdoor spaces. A deep seat-
ing set completewith plush chairs,

outdoor sofa or love seat and
chaise lounge chairs gives people
more opportunity to sit and stay
awhile.

Take a dip
Apool can be the perfect gathering
spot on awarm day,while a spa/
hot tub can bridge the gap to cooler
weather. According to the Family
Handyman, soaking in hot tubs can
relax tiredmuscles after a long day,
loosen up stiff joints, improve car-
diovascular health, and reduce the

time it takes to fall asleep.

Bite back at bugs
Homeownersmaywant to consider
using a professional exterminator
to get rid of ticks, mosquitoes and
other nuisance insects from out-
door spaces.

As people spendmore time en-
joying their properties, they can
consider themanyways tomake
outdoor living spacesmore com-
fortable.

How to make outdoor living spaces more comfortable

Ashley Mann
R E A L E S T A T E M A R K E T I N G S P E C I A L I S T

Want to expand your brand? With options for every
budget and a variety of print and digital solutions,
maximizing your reach has never been easier. Call
me for a no-obligation brainstorming session today!
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DIRECTIONS: From Greenbrier Street at State Capitol turn
onto Washington Street East then 0.2miles to right on Elizabeth

Street 300ft to left on Jackson. 1582 LOCATED ON RIGHT.
*** OPENHOUE SUNDAYApril 16, 23, 30,&May 7, 2023 2-4PM***

Monday, May 8, 2023 @ 5:00PM
1582 Jackson Street, Charleston, WV 25311

**5BR/1 1/2 BABrick Residence w/Finished Basement**
Traditional brick 2 story in Charleston’s East End –Oak floors under carpet, original

Arts &Crafts tile fireplace, enclosed sunporch& rear patio, rear courtyard, on-alley 2 car
garage,main floor bedroom, finished walkup attic and finished full basement.

Ready for your updates or full restoration–large home loaded with possibility & potential.
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